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Incomprehensible  
Rev. C. Matthew McMahon, Ph.D., Pastor of Grace Chapel, Crossville, TN 
Job 11:1-20 (7) 

I. The Text Stated 
A. Job 11 and Searching Out God 

1. Job has already had two charges brought against him. 
a) The charges both surround the idea that God does not punish people for no 
reason, at least according to the logic of Zophar, Bildad and Eliphaz. 
b) Whenever God punishes someone, he must do it for a specific reason, and in this 
case, it must have been because Job had sinned or displeased God in some way. 

(1) His family is dead. 
(2) His possessions gone. 
(3) His health is gone. 

(a) God has allowed the devil himself to strike Job in all temporal ways 
excepting death. 
(b) He sits on the ash heap in misery in his boils. 
(c) And these “friends” come to comfort him. 

2. Zophar, the watchman, brings, at this point, a third charge against him. 
a) Job had said he is pure and clean in his dealing with God. 
b) Zophar is going to dispute that idea and that Job is full of talk. 

(1) Just because Job is monologuing with many words, doesn’t mean that a bad 
situation can be made good or justified in God’s sight by a lot of words. 
(2) Job had said, “My doctrine is pure and I am clean in thy sight.” 

(a) These two things comprise the heart of true religion before God – 
faith and practice.  
(b) One’s doctrine is to be kept pure, and to remain unspotted from the 
world. 
(c) "He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and 
the Son" (2 John 1:9). 
(d) True religion is "to keep himself unspotted from the world," (James 
1:27). 

c) It is important to keep in mind that Zophar and the others come with biblical 
wisdom but with a worldly application, and not a biblical application, though they 
say a good many things taken in their right context. 

(1) They are saying some right things but in a very wrong way. 
(2) They are like zealous teachers by having a form of sound words, but 
misapplying their meaning. 

d) In this passage of chapter 11 Zophar says some good things, and some true things 
but with a false aim. 

(1) That makes all his arguing throughout the book sinful in the sight of God 
because he does not come off, at all, like a comforter, but like an accuser. 
(2) And even some of the very arguments he uses against Job, really should be 
used against him. 
(3) For in this very passage he argues Job’s incapability to know God, and yet, he 
is explaining to Job why God is doing what he is, which is found later in the book 
to rest on the idea that Job has sinned in some way. 

(a) Zophar had things quite wrong. 
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(b) He said some very true things about God, but does not set them in 
their rightful context. 

e) Verse 6 sets the foundation for verse 7, which becomes an example of verse 6.  
(1) "But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against thee; And that he 
would shew thee the secrets of wisdom," (Job. 11:5-6).  
(2) Zophar looks for God to demonstrate that all that is happening to Job is not so 
simple, and man is unable, by many words, to find out God’s wisdom in executing 
such heavy burdens on Job. 
(3) As if to say, Job, a person is not pure in doctrine and clean in their life if such a 
difficult affliction if it is placed on them, like God has placed it on you. 

(a) These two do not match in Job’s case. 
(4) It was not that Zophar was completely wrong. 

(a) When men sin God will press affliction. 
(b) Most people are afflicted for their sin (that is a sermon in and of 
itself). 

(i) All the miseries of this life in death and damnation, as the 
confession says, are a result of sin and wickedness. 

(5) But Zophar did not rightly apply his thoughts to Job’s situation, because Job 
was not being afflicted because of sin, to crush him, but in grace, to sanctify him. 
(6) And so Zophar says the following, which is quite true: 

3. "Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto 
perfection?" (Job 11:7). 

a) The Hebrew here concerns exact diligence to find something out, or to count it 
by number to its exactness. 
b) Can you find out God by the use of your faculties? 

(1) Is it a mere search? 
(2) Is it so easy to simply find him out? 

(a) This finding is not finding in the sense of seeing him, or realizing he 
exists. 
(b) Knowing God exists is found, for example, in Romans, "For the 
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse:" (Rom. 1:20). 

(i) Even wicked men know God exists. 
(ii) But wicked people try to put God out of their mind. 

(a) But this existence of God is not what the verse says. 
(3) What then does Zophar mean? 

(a) He renders the idea not merely by knowing God exists, but by 
searching out the depths of God’s heart. 

(i) To know why and how God’s depth is seen. 
(ii) To know how and why God does what he does because of who 
he is, as he orders all things in his vast providence. 

(a) To know the recesses and corners of God’s mind. 
(b) The wisdom of God in verse 6, is unsearchable, verse 7, and the All-
Powerful God cannot be found out to his perfections. 

(i) To his character and attributes. 
(ii) To the unlimited degree of his attributes and how far they 
extend and may be known. 

(c) Job agrees with this, and he’s already stated this, "I would seek unto 
God, and unto God would I commit my cause: Which doeth great things 
and unsearchable; marvellous things without number:" (Job 5:8-9). 
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(4) God can be found, even among atheists and the heathen nations, but he cannot 
be found out. 

(a) He cannot be exhausted to his perfections. 
c) It is not a vain thing to seek out God. 

(1) God commands it. 
(a) "Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he 
is near:" (Isa. 55:6). 
(b) And this passage in searching out God does not negate the need to do 
so. 
(c) When do Christians look to find God out? 

(i) How far do they go? 
d) But it is a vain thing to search him out to perfection. 

(1) Neither men nor angels, both which are limited, cannot do it. 
(2) Only God is able to communicate certain truths about himself by the power of 
his Spirit to both men and angels. 
(3) He does this in his word, not in their searching. 
(4) The word perfection,    א ָֽ מְצ   means to cause to find out to ,(taklyith, Job. 11:7) תִּ
its utmost. 

(a) Can one find out the last things of God? 
(b) The infinite parts of God? 
(c) Can one count to the furthest extensions of God? 
(d) The answer is a resounding no. 

II. The Doctrine of the Text 
A. DOCTRINE: Men and angels can never comprehend that perfection 
which dwells in God; for the perfection of God is unsearchable, and 
therefore, incomprehensible. 

1. When dealing with the knowledge of God, there are three basic questions to ask. 
a) The first question posed is “Can God be known?”  
b) The second question is “How?”  
c) And the third question is “If God can be known, how do men perceive Him 
correctly?” 

2. God Can Be Known 
a) The Bible teaches that God can be known. 

(1) The bible is a storehouse of true teachings of God.  
b) It teaches that eternal life consists in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, 
His one and only Son.  

(1) Psalm 76:1 states, “In Judah is God known: his name is great in Israel.”  
(2) Isaiah 11:9 states, “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”  
(3) The Apostle Peter says in 2 Peter 3:18, “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the 
waters cover the sea.” 

c) This does not mean that Christians can know all that is true concerning God.  
(1) They cannot “comprehend God” (know Him completely and fully), rather, 
they “apprehend” God (understand Him in part as to what He has revealed to 
them about Himself). 
(2) It is based on partial knowledge, which is found in the word. 
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(3) Even the Apostle John said about what Jesus did, “And there are also many 
other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I 
suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be 
written. Amen,” (Joh. 21:25). 

3. God Cannot be Comprehended (fully understood) and is Incomprehensible 
a) God is without limits, and in this way, the infinite is incapable of limitation of 
any kind.  

(1) First, it must be understood that God is incomprehensible in His essence and 
existence.  
(2) But God has seen fit to reveal himself to people in a manner that is sufficient to 
lead them to salvation. 
(3) They know things God has shown them in part and can only grasp pieces of 
his intent to them. 
(4) The Christian has no ability, (he is not capable), to go beyond that. 
(5) But whatever God has shown them in his word, without contradiction, they 
can believe and can know.  
(6) They truly worship the Invisible God who dwells in the light which no man 
can approach. 

(a) See à Brakel, W. (1993). The Christian’s reasonable service and 2 (Vol. 
1, pp. 139–140). Morgan, PA: Soli Deo Gloria Publications. 

b) The Christian mind is limited.  
(1) Such minds both of men and angels are not infinite. 

(a) They are not unbounded minds. 
(b) They have limitations. 

(i) Just consider memorizing the names of all the presidents of the 
united states, or doing long math problems with algebra and fractions. 
(ii) Learning is difficult.  

(2) In this way, the infinite God is inconceivable and incomprehensible to the 
limited mind.  
(3) People cannot form a complete image of Him in their minds (which in turn is 
forbidden according to the second commandment) for that very reason. 

(a) Not to make images because he cannot be rightly represented by 
images in that way because men cannot fully depict him, and his true 
being cannot be captured by a limited thing in its entirety in a picture or 
idol. 
(b) Anything less than a full visible manifestation of God in all his 
attributes and glory is idolatry.  

(i) Which is why the commandment stands in the way it does. 
(4) They do not have the ability or a reference point in which they can formulate 
an entire depiction of Him completely in a single thought. 

(a) Only God can do that of himself. 
(b) Only God has done that in his entirety in Jesus Christ. 

4. Then, how do People know God? 
a) How does their mind form its idea of God? 

(1) How do they perceive him?  
b) Some answer this by way of negation.  

(1) In other words they say “God is infinite”, i.e. not finite.  
(2) Paul assumed this in address to the Athenians in Acts 17:29, “Forasmuch then 
as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like 
unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.”  

(a) He’s not like these things. 
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(3) God has not communicated Himself to human beings in whole positive 
statements that are all encompassing.  

(a) He has communicated parts of himself to people only in things they 
can apprehend.  
(b) He is holy, just, loving, etc. which correspond to that which they are 
able to understand.  

(4) This type of communication is called an anthropomorphism. 
(a) God communicates, in human terms, in human language, using objects 
and ideas that give them a familiarity, about what they are able to 
apprehend (to perceive).  

(5) This communication of God to men, was finally given in two places; one of 
which is limited, and the other which is unlimited: 

(a) In the writings of His Word in the Bible; limited. 
(i) It only has so many words. 

(b) And the manifestation of the Logos of God, or the Word of God, in the 
person of Jesus Christ, who is the Living Word; and he, being God, is 
infinite in his glory. 

c) The Bible, God’s divine revelation of Himself, gives men real knowledge.  
(1) It teaches man what God is, what sin is, the law, Christ, the plan of salvation, 
and the state of the soul after death, etc.  
(2) The knowledge they receive from the Bible is real in the sense that the ideas 
which they gain from Scripture help them to form true ideas about how God and 
His works really are.  
(3) God and Christ, holiness and sin, heaven and hell, really are what the Bible 
declares them to be, and they are non-contradictory.  

(a) They are true. 
(b) They are logical. 
(c) They are rational.  

5. In communicating truth to the reader in the Bible, human beings form ideas about 
God; and if they think God’s thoughts after him, and if they do that in the right way, with 
the right application of that knowledge to their heart, they come to know God. 

a) How much one knows or does not know about Scripture dictates what they 
know or not know about God. 

(1) That is a very simple principle that Christian’s often forget. 
(2) What one knows dictates how one will serve this God. 

b) When the Bible defines God, what that means is that humans are able to 
formulate an idea of God as it lies in their mind represented by the truth of His 
Word.  
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c) The best definition is found in the Westminster Confession, “There is but one 
only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, 
invisible, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, 
incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute, 
working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most 
righteous will, for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, 
abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him; and withal most just and terrible in his 
judgments; hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty,” (see Deut. 
6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4, 6; Jer. 10:10; 1 Thess. 1:9; Job 11:7-9; 26:14; John 4:24; 1 Tim. 1:17; f. 
Deut. 4:15-16; John 4:24 Luke 24:39; Acts 14:11, 15; Mal. 3:6; James 1:17; 1 Kings 8:27; 
Jer. 23:23-24; Psa. 90:2; 1 Tim 1:17; Psa. 145:3; Gen 17:1; Rev 4:8; Rom 16:27; Isa. 6:3; 
Rev 4:8; Psa. 115:3; Exod. 3:14; Eph. 1:11; Prov. 16:4; Rom 11:36; 1 John 4:8, 16; Exod. 
34:6-7; Heb. 11:6; Neh. 9:32-33; Psa. 5:5-6; Exod. 34:7; Nahum 1:2-3). 

(1) There is much to unpack there, but for the purposes of understanding God, 
know that God has revealed himself to his people, and they can know things about 
him that are true. 
(2) They can never, at any time, know everything about him, but they can, for all 
time, know some things about him. 
(3) And those things communicated to human beings about him, are always, 
always, always surrounded by covenant ideas within the framework of salvation 
and redemption in Jesus Christ. 

(a) God communicates truth about himself covenantally, through the 
Word. 

6. When Human beings look to understand God’s character, they find God has a real 
existence. 

a) Part of that existence as human beings understand it, is that God has a number 
of attributes which are in fact completely and boundlessly incomprehensible. 

(1) Such attributes describe his essence.  
(a) They are descriptions of him. 

(2) God is in His nature a substance (essence) which has certain qualities.  
(a) Those qualities have biblical names gives to them: He is infinite, 
eternal, invisible, and unchangeable, as examples. 
(b) These, and other specifics about what human being may know about 
God, are what we call His “attributes.” 

b) God’s Divine Attributes 
(1) God has what are called divine perfections or attributes; those words can be 
used interchangeably.  

(a) Zophar rightly said rhetorically, that God cannot be found out to the 
extent of understanding all his wonderful perfections. 
(b) The extent of his character can never be found out. 

(i) It is incomprehensible in its furthest reaches. 
(2) But, as God has revealed to his people these attributes or qualities, they are 
essential to the nature of God’s divine being, and they are necessary in the church’s 
idea about who God is. 

(a) Without knowing who God is, how will Christians worship and 
praise God as God desires? 

(3) Some of God’s attributes God has alone. 
(4) Some of God’s attributes are shared in a limited measure by human beings. 

(a) God is infinite, eternal and incomprehensible. 
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(i) Only God has those kinds qualities. 
(b) God is holy, loving and just. 

(i) Human beings can be holy, loving and just. 
(a) They share in those qualities being made in the image of 
God.  

(5) The church is also able to classify these attributes of God as those referring to 
His essence (like infinity), those referring to His intellect (like knowledge and 
wisdom), and those referring to His will (like justice).  
(6) Over this series all this will be considered. 

B. God as Incomprehensible  
1. God is Incomprehensible 

a) For, “if there be a God clothed with infinite perfection, he must be 
incomprehensible.” Hopkins, Samuel, The Works of Samuel Hopkins, 40. 
b) God can be known, but that does not mean He can be comprehended perfectly.  

(1) To comprehend anything is to have a complete and exhaustive knowledge of 
it.  
(2) It is to understand its nature and every one of its relations to everything else.  
(3) People get hung up on the idea that if God can be known, then he can’t be 
God. 

(a) But that is a great fallacy. 
(b) God can be known, but he cannot be boundlessly known by limited 
human beings. 

c) Human beings do not have that capability to comprehend anything.  
(1) They only understand or perceive things in part, even simple things. 
(2) “This incomprehensible God, who is of himself and for himself, cannot be 
made known to his creatures but by himself: Men and Angels cannot know him 
any further then he is pleased to reveal himself to them.” Cheynell, F. (n.d.). The 
Divine Triunity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 11. 

(a) And make this very important note. 
(b) God is very pleased to make himself known to his people. 

(i) But, they know in a limited sense. 
d) Would it not be very odd that human beings could find out God to perfection? 

(1) God is past finding out.  
(2) They cannot understand “the Almighty unto perfection.” 
(3) They do not know the deep essence as well as the attributes of anything, much 
less God.  
(4) That kind of knowledge is only something God possesses. 
(5) [Such knowledge is clearly impossible in a creature, either of itself or of 
anything out of itself. It is, however, substantially thus that the transcendentalists 
claim to know God. Hodge, C. (1997). Systematic theology (Vol. 1, p. 337). Oak 
Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.] 

2. God cannot be fully comprehended. 
a) No human can have a complete and exhaustive knowledge of any object.  

(1) Study a single celled organism. 
(a) Within the cytoplasm, the major organelles and cellular structures 
include: (1) nucleolus (2) nucleus (3) ribosome (4) vesicle (5) rough 
endoplasmic reticulum (6) Golgi apparatus (7) cytoskeleton (8) smooth 
endoplasmic reticulum (9) mitochondria (10) vacuole (11) cytosol (12) 
lysosome (13) centriole. 

(2) Science textbooks tell people all kinds of things about those single cells. 
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(3) They seem to know very much! 
(a) It is in fact a single celled creature. 
(b) How much could there be to know about it? 

(i) What about knowing how it exists in space? 
(ii) Or on jupiter? 

(c) In a distant galaxy on a goldilocks planet? 
(d) On a spaceship close to the sun? 

(i) In a volcano ready to erupt? 
(4) There are boundless possibilities to know how a single cells organism reacts, 
lives, dies in a myriad of situations. 

(a) No human being knows all that. 
(5) And what then of the boundless God? 

b) The Christian’s imperfect, limited mind cannot have a perfect, unlimited 
understanding of God’s nature, even as it is described in the word of God.  
c) That does not mean, which is most important, that they have no idea of who God 
is or what he does. 

(1) Since God is incomprehensible that does not mean he is unknowable. 
(2) Men are unable to even fully understand themselves, or a single celled-
organism, much less God. 

(a) Listen to scientists talk: we have no idea how the brain really works, 
we have no idea why such a thing exists in space, we have no idea why 
trees do this in such a climate, we have no idea why the sun does this or 
that, where have no idea here or there, etc.  
(b) All of what they offer is a mere best guess. 

(i) A feeble attempt at trying to understand the world around them 
by observation. 

(3) Men have no ability, ever, to fully comprehend themselves, or a rock for that 
matter. 

(a) Understand every relation of every part of their makeup to everything 
else in the universe? 

(i) They have no idea.  
(4) [Whatsoever is in its own nature absolutely inconceivable is nothing; but not 
whatsoever is not fully comprehensible by our imperfect understanding. Shedd, 
W. G. T. (2003). Dogmatic theology. (A. W. Gomes, Ed.) (3rd ed., pp. 74–75). 
Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Pub.] 

3. And what will Christians say of God since the Christian cannot understand the 
Almighty God perfectly, to his final cause and end, for God has no end, he cannot be 
numbered.  

a) In this way, their knowledge of God is always partial.      
(1) There must be a vast difference made in the mind of the Christian between 
things that are unintelligible (things that don’t make sense) and incomprehensible 
(things that cannot be fully known). 
(2) There is a great difference there. 

(a) Unintelligible things, irrational things, don’t exist. 
(i) Square circles do not exist. 

(b) The incomprehensible God can be known, just not completely. 
b) Christians know, from the bible, that God knows, feels, loves, acts, etc. but they 
do not know the depths of His feelings, emotions, actions, knowledge, etc. 
completely.  
c) They know him imperfectly.  
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(1) Yet, their knowledge of God, as it is revealed and stated in the Bible, as far as 
such knowledge can go, is true knowledge.  
(2) "Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is 
unsearchable." (Psa. 145:3). 
(3) "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!" (Rom. 11:33). 
(4) “Men must be content to stand at the shore, and admire at the works of God; 
but as to the beauty and excellency of them, they cannot search them out. To this 
purpose discourseth Zophar, in Job xi. 7-12.” Owen, J. (n.d.). The Works of John 
Owen (Vol. 9) 113. 

4. Christians confess that God is the incomprehensible One, but also on the other hand, 
that some things about him can be known and that knowledge of Him is that way is an 
absolute necessity for salvation; the Christ taught this. 

a) Those writers of Scripture, carried along by the Holy Spirit, both of the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, the prophets, the apostles, the evangelists, 
they looked to write down two things; who God is, and the Christ who he sent. 

(1) [First, the infinite and incomprehensible majesty of God, and the 
unmeasurable and unspeakable greatness and multitude of those things that might 
have been written of that infinite and most glorious majesty of God,] and of the 
covenantal work of Jesus Christ his one and only Son out of which there is no 
possibility of salvation. [Rollock, R. (n.d.). The Works of Robert Rollock (Vol. 2) 
349.] 

5. It recognizes the force of Zophar's question, "Canst thou by searching find out God? 
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?" Job 11:7.  

a) How will the Christian answer Isaiah, "To whom then will ye liken God? or 
what likeness will ye compare unto Him?" Isa. 40:18.  
b) At the same time, Jesus says, "And this is life eternal, that they should know 
Thee, the only true God, and Him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ," John 
17:3.  

(1) As was studied in the last sermon. 
c) It rejoices in the fact that "the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is true, even 
in His Son Jesus Christ," (1 John 5:20).  
d) Incomprehensible, and yet knowable. 
e) The early Church Fathers spoke of the invisible God as an unbegotten, nameless, 
eternal, incomprehensible, unchangeable Being.  
f) Martin Luther speaks repeatedly of God as the Deus Absconditus (the hidden 
God), in distinction from Him as the Deus Revelatus (the revealed God).  
g) Calvin said, “God in the depths of His being is past finding out. His essence is 
incomprehensible; so that His divinity wholly escapes all human senses.” 
h) But they never denied that man can learn something of the nature of God from 
His creation, but maintain that he can acquire true knowledge of Him only from 
special revelation, under the illuminating influence of the Holy Spirit. Berkhof, L. 
(n.d.). Systematic Theology (Louis Berkhof). 

(1) As we have already studied. 
i) God is incomprehensible, that his perfections cannot be fully known by any 
creature, men nor angels.  
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j) The best of creatures, in the most perfect state, cannot fully conceive of, or even 
describe God’s incomprehensible glory. 

(1) Is it no wonder that the angels in heaven cover their eyes as they cry out holy, 
holy holy? 
(2) They understand some things, they know he is holy, and it causes them to act 
in such a way of humility because that knowledge of true, but even that which 
they understand in their humility they cannot search out even a drop of the extent 
of who God is in full. 

k) [Again, we farther distinguish between our having a full conviction that God 
hath those infinite perfections, which no creature can comprehend, and our being 
able fully to describe them : thus we firmly believe that God exists throughout all 
the changes of time, and yet that his duration is not measured thereby, or that he 
fills all places without being co-extended with matter; we apprehend, as having an 
undeniable demonstration thereof, that he does it, though we cannot comprehend 
how he does it. Ridgley, T. (n.d.). The Works of Thomas Ridgley (Vol. 1) 139.] 
l) God is unsearchably perfect, Job. 11:7; nothing is lacking in him and his essence 
that is necessary to him being perfect. [Charnock, S. (n.d.). The Complete Works 
of Stephen Charnock (Vol. 2) 283.] 

6. And yet, the main point of saving knowledge, is to know God. 
a) That is the first point of salvation, which presses human beings to consider all 
this in wonder because they cannot search him out to his perfection. 

(1) That men are to know, that God cannot be fully known. 
(a) They cannot find him out. 

b) When God describes himself to his people in his name, he says to Moses that he 
is the Great I AM. 

(1) Moses wanted to know who was sending him, what should he tell the people. 
(a) There is much in a name. 

(2) The form of the words shows how incomprehensible God is. 
(a) It is a wonderful incomprehensible name, “Ask not my name, for it is 
Wonderful,” (Judges 13:18).  

(3) [It shows his unsearchableness. Manton, T. (n.d.). The Complete Works of 
Thomas Manton (Vol. 7) 84.] 
(4) Even in that simple statement, he is not understood perfectly. 
(5) People will say, “I am.” “You are.”  

(a) Everything has being. 
(6) But when that statement is applied to God, I AM that I AM, it becomes 
boundless in its contemplation and incomprehensible in its nature. 

c) No man has ever seen God, as Scripture says, not just with the eye, but with the 
mind and heart. 

(1) The heart or understanding cannot even know him perfectly, because the 
mind of man cannot understand the depths of what and who God is, who is 
incomprehensible.  

(a) [1 Tim. vi. 16. R. Menach. here saith, — ' Observe how he saith not. My 
face thou shalt not see, but shall not be seen, as if he should say, there is no 
power in any creature to comprehend it.' Ainsworth, H. (n.d.). 
Annotations on the Pentateuch by Henry Ainsworth (Vol. 1) 431.] 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:2ffbb6569c9b41efab801f620ed2814b?art=a_theworksofthomasridgleyvolume1_j&off=16585&ctx=his+purpose.+%0a%0aVII.+~God+is+incomprehensi
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d) Wilhelmus a’Brakel said, “If someone were to say, “This is far beyond me; I 
cannot comprehend it,” I would respond, God is incomprehensible. [à Brakel, W. 
(1993). The Christian’s reasonable service and 2 (Vol. 1, p. 175). Morgan, PA: Soli 
Deo Gloria Publications.] 

C. God is Knowable 
1. The Scriptures are filled with things to know about God in his Condescension and 
Covenant 

a) John Knox said, “With that great sobriety we ought to contemplate and behold 
that incomprehensible mystery of our redemption.” The Works of John Knox , 
(Vol. 5) 25. 
b) Consider the infinite condescension and love of Christ, in His invitations and 
call to people to come to Him for life, deliverance, mercy, grace, peace, and eternal 
salvation in his covenant.  
c) The mission of the Son of Man is clearly seen in his condescension to save.  

(1) He comes to find his sheep, and save his sheep. 
(2) He comes to give them abundant life. 

d) Jesus instructed that the Son of Man condescends to redeem his people, not for a 
temporary fix, but for eternal life and that more abundantly. 

(1) The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery so that they are 
unable to approach the holiness of God without some manner of God’s 
condescension to save them. 

e) The fall has rendered men so inept, and so fallen, that they start out in a state in 
which understanding anything trustworthy about God is impossible unless God 
enlightens them first by the Spirit. 

(1) Their understanding, having been darkened through sin, is made unfit in every 
way to comprehend anything trustworthy about God.  

f) Once people are enlightened by the Spirit, born again into God’s kingdom and 
Covenant, Christ sends a great measure of the Spirit, the entirety of his spiritual 
blessing, and shines a light in a dark place of their mind. 

(1) What do they come to know?  
(2) They come to God, Christ, his work, his death, his power to save. 
(3) They come to see their complete inability to do anything spiritually good. 
(4) They see their need of more of Christ and his Spirit. 
(5) They continue to be drawn closer to God through the Word, and they find and 
perceive that God is incomprehensible. 

(a) When they accept that reality in their Christian walk, what happens, 
but they fall into holy amazement. 
(b) They begin to understand that Christ the Lord infinitely transcends 
the capacity of their mind. 
(c) And then, they rejoice in the fact that God has condescended in 
covenant, to talk with them, by the Spirit, in the Word, a kind of baby 
talk, to their understanding. 

(i) He allows them a glimmer of himself, a spark of divine glory to 
understand and make their existence in this world tolerable, no, even 
joyful. 

(d) He unveils to the Christian that He exists and reveals something 
savingly powerful of Himself through the Christ. 

D. God is Knowable Through Christ 
1. God dwells in “light inaccessible,” (1 Tim. 6:16).  
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a) But He sent his son, Jesus Christ, to be the Great Exegete of the light of God.  
(1) “No man hath seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” (John 1:18) 
(2) He did not keep this to himself. 
(3) He stooped down to condescended. 

(a) But even condescension is incomprehensible. 
(b) Christians only understand so little. 

2. The Son of Man came to both declare and reveal God to humanity so his people could 
understand certain necessary truths about God as Father and Redeemer.  

a) This is why so many people are always thanking God for what he has done, but 
fail to thank him for being who he is. 
b) Christ, as the eternal Son of God, equal in essence, power and might, knows 
particularly well how to communicate what human beings can know about God 
both in who he is and what he has done.  
c) In this way, the Bible is especially important, because Christians know that 
Christ, “hath declared him,” (John 1:18) as the Living Word of God himself. 
d) So, though Christians may speak about God’s ultimate incomprehensible nature, 
human beings were created with the capacity to understand God’s self-revelation 
to them in the Word of God. 

(1) What might be done with this rich idea of God being incomprehensible. 
(2) Is there any practical reasons to understand this in your life? 

III. The Text Applied 
A. Incomprehensibility and Our Imperfect Knowledge  

1. Our minds are imperfect, laden with sin, and we often have very dark conceptions of 
who God is. 

a) Many times we take things we like about God, at the expense of what we don’t 
like, or don’t care to understand, or think are too hard to understand. 

(1) “We must distinguish between things incomprehensible and inconceivable.” 
Bates, W. (n.d.). The Whole Works of William Bates (Vol. 1). 

2. But what we know about him, what is revealed, what God has revealed to us, is to be 
known. 

a) "But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditates day 
and night." (Psa. 1:2). 
b) "For it is not a vain thing for you; because it is your life: " (Deut. 32:47). 

(1) Understanding what he has revealed to his people is our life. 
(2) We cannot pick and choose.  
(3) [While, therefore, it is admitted not only that the infinite God is 
incomprehensible, and that our knowledge of Him is both partial and imperfect; 
that there is much in God which we do not know at all, and that what we do 
know, we know very imperfectly; nevertheless our knowledge, as far as it goes, is 
true knowledge. Hodge, C. (1997). Systematic theology (Vol. 1, p. 338). Oak 
Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.] 

B. Do You like Incomprehensibility, and such High Thoughts of God? 
1. I would never worship a God that I could comprehend. 

a) Imagine if you could figure out God. 
(1) You would be as big as God so to speak. 
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(2) If he was limited and you could find out the limitations, you could as Zophar 
said, count out his perfections to their end? 

(a) What kind of a god is that? 
(b) It is an idol. 
(c) It is limited. 

(i) A god who can be figured out by sinful humanity to all its 
perfections is a false god. 

b) Practically speaking, how do you have high thoughts of God yet never transcend 
him? 

(1) How is he glorious to you in high lofty incomprehensibility? 
2. Does this idea of God being incomprehensible substantiates worship itself? 

a) It is eminently practical for you every single week. 
(1) Who is this high and lofty one of which we speak? 
(2) How monotonous do you make God out to be as you go through the motions 
every week, instead of really thinking about how you serve the One who is 
incomprehensible. 

(a) To be bored in church, to be bored in reading the bible, to be bored in 
prayer, to be bored in godly meditation is to think you have all this figured 
out and it holds in it no more wonder for you. 
(b) But didn’t Christ say to Manoah, my name is wonderful. 

(i) Just his name? 
b) How do you prepare to worship?  
c) The God that we come to worship is a great and glorious God. 
d) What do you do to prepare to come and worship him who is incomprehensible? 
e) “We are to deal with such an infinite, glorious, dreadful Majesty. It is fitting that 
we should make preparation when we come near to him.” Burroughs, Jeremiah, 
Gospel Worship. Sermon 3. 

3. God is incomprehensible; we cannot comprehend his essence, nor draw near the light 
of his glory. 

a) Can any man solve the secrets of his providence?  
b) Do you think you have God figured out? 
c) Can you find out the Almighty to perfection? 
d) We are all swallowed up by the brightness of His glory dazzled, and not able to 
see his depths. 

(1) We gain but sparks of his divine glory. 
4. Does this not throw a great warning on the way worship is to be given? 

a) Consider the worshipping of God in or by images. 
(1) That is one of the worst corruptions of the Church of Rome, Hinduism, and 
other such false religions.  
(2) God is a spiritual, invisible, and incomprehensible being, and cannot 
represented by any likeness or figure.  
(3) “To whom will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One,” (Isa. 11:25).  

(a) “We ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, 
or stone, graven by art and man's device,” (Acts 17:29).  

b) If he is so high and incomprehensible, and if our thoughts are not high thoughts 
of him, what line can measure him, either of angels or saints, how do men dream of 
doing it here? 

(1) It throws such a horrible sin and blasphemy against worship. 
(2) He is higher than all creatures, he has no parallel.  
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(3) He is higher than all your thoughts.  
(4) His very name as the great I am that I am is beyond our conception. 
(5) He is beyond the poet’s pen and the writer’s books, and beyond the tongue’s 
expression. 
(6) He is incomprehensible by the mind, and inexpressible by man’s tongue.  

(a) Is it no wonder why it is so unsafe even to sing of him by anything 
other than His word, which brings him glory? 
(b) To think of figuring out God to praise him according to man’s 
imaginations? 

c) Do you really know what is best in praising God? 
(1) If God is incomprehensible, then safety lies in worship prescribed by God who 
receives his praise in the manner he teaches, which is by the word in all things. 
(2) Does not the high and lofty God know best? 
(3) The Regulative Principle of Worship is very important in this way since the 
incomprehensible God must be worshipped in an apprehensive way. 

(a) Do you see how the incomprehensible God colors even your daily 
worship and weekly Lord’s Day worship of him? 

(i) It colors everything you do as a Christian in duty before him. 
(b) What does God’s incomprehensibleness mean for me? 

(i) Eternal life and service. 

C. Incomprehensibility and the Gospel 
1. Remember, God’s incomprehensibility in no way implies God’s unknowability. 

a) "At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All 
things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him." (Mat. 11:25-27).  
b) "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ;" (2 Cor. 10:5). 

2. Christ has condescended to you to bring you glad tidings of the Gospel, and it would 
be very wise for you to take them in their simplicity. 

a) He has so sent them this way to you. 
b) William Bates makes a very practical observation here, “God’s ways are far 
above ours, and his thoughts above ours, as heaven is above the earth. To reject 
what we cannot comprehend, is not only to sin against faith, but against reason, 
which acknowledges itself finite, and unable “to search out the Almighty to 
perfection,” Job 11:7. Bates, W. (n.d.). The Whole Works of William Bates (Vol. 1) 
3. 

(1) In other words, you don’t understand everything said, all at once. 
(2) Understand everything Christ taught perfectly? 
(3) But to reject what he taught because you don’t understand it fully, that’s sin. 

(a) To neglect it because you don’t understand it is sin. 
(b) It is Christ revealing God to you. 
(c) We are to strive to understand it. 

(4) There is nothing contradictory in the word. 
(a) And if there is anything not understood, this is why we have the 
means of grace to constantly come before God to understand him better. 
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(5) This is why we have eternity in heaven, which will never run out, because God 
is unlimited in his nature, and Christ will never run out of anything by which to 
know him better. 

3. We cannot know God except through Jesus Christ and the blessing of the Spirit of 
Christ illuminating the mind. 

a) John 1:18, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”  

(1) He is the Word and his Spirit shines a light on him in the word and teaches by 
the word so that you may know truths about God. 
(2) You carefully string those truths together that you may understand his 
character. 

b) God is incomprehensible by any teachings except through Jesus Christ, who 
being his only Son, and one in essence with the Father, perfectly knows him, and 
reveals to you everything that you need to know about him. 

(1) Take that seriously, for the greater portion of Christendom, both ministers 
and congregations take such things for granted. 

D. Did you Know all the Blessings You receive are Incomprehensible 
Blessings? 

1. A measure of Divine Grace 
a) There is a measure of grace God gives believers. 
b) Filled with the knowledge of God, growing in grace, filled with Christ, filled 
with the Spirit, why do you think God speaks to you in that way. 
c) It is never ending. 

(1) The blessings are infinite. 
(2) The blessings are incomprehensible. 
(3) You will always look to attain to greater heights of them. 
(4) You will always be amazed at grace. 

d) You should be seeking and praying that God would fill you with them 
abundantly. 
e) “We pray always for you, that our God would fulfil all the good pleasure of his 
goodness;” Ἱνα ῶληρωσῃ ῶασαν ευδοκιαν αγαθωσυνης. (2 Thess. 1:11.)  

(1) God’s goodness is incomprehensible in its extent. 
(2) Can you by searching find out God’s goodness to perfection? 

(a) Choose any attribute of God and fill in the blank. 
(b) Can you by searching find out God’s love to perfection? 
(c) Holiness to perfection… 

(3) God is likened to an inexhaustible fountain, and his saints are pots.  
(4) God is an ocean, and can your pot hold an ocean?  

(a) “That ye may be perfect in every divine perfection, knowing all 
spiritual things as far as it is possible.” Seeing, then, there is a fulness of 
God which we cannot comprehend, cannot receive, and yet there is 
something of the fulness of God which we may receive. Nichols, J. (1981). 
Puritan Sermons (Vol. 4, p. 297). Wheaton, IL: Richard Owen Roberts, 
Publishers, Vincent Alsop What is That Fulness Of God Every True 
Christian Ought to Pray and Strive to Be Filled With? 

2. God has incomprehensible mercies and goodness to seek out. 
a)  “Since the beginning of the world, men have not perceived by ear, neither has 
the eye seen,” (Isa. 64:4).  
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b) "Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that 
remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: in those is 
continuance, and we shall be saved," (Isa. 64:5). 

(1) It describes those who the Lord will come and meet with all those 
incomprehensible blessings; those who wait on him and rejoice in his worship 
working righteousness and remembering his name in his ways and ordinances.  

c) You meet with God who rejoices and works righteousness, and he remembers 
you in your ways.  
d) So that incomprehensible blessings await those who wait upon God and who 
remember his name in his worship, his ways, and ordinances.  
e) Sincere worshippers of God in his worship and ordinances shall not be sent 
away with emptiness, but with their cup overflowing with all the fullness of 
incomprehensible blessings; not just abundant life, but eternal, everlasting, 
incomprehensible life.  

3. And what do you do with the incomprehensible love of God to you, displayed in 
redemption and salvation through Christ? 

a) Paul prays in Ephesians, that they, together with all the saints, might be able to 
comprehend it (Eph. 3:17-19).  
b) You were a child of wrath, and he translated you from the kingdom of darkness 
into the kingdom of his Beloved Son. 

(1) Such a work and power is inconceivable. 
(2) It is very easy to know that God hated wicked Esau, but very hard to 
understand that he loved deceitful and conniving Jacob. 

(a) It is incomprehensible love. 
c) “Time is too short, eternity but long enough to spend in its survey. This love is a 
fountain which sprang up in, and runs down, to eternity. It never knew a 
beginning, nor shall ever come to an end.” Samuel Willard, The Covenant of 
Redemption. Chapter 1. 

4. And how should this incomprehensible love of God inflame our cold and frozen hearts 
with a fervent love to him?  

a) How should this incomprehensible mercy… power … freedom … pick an attribute 
there – that it should enflame us for service. 

5. God that has life, that has eternal life, who is all glorious, and a life which is light itself 
and truth, is the one who resides in incomprehensible glory and he shares that with you by 
stooping down to show you a little spark about it. 

a) Such a place of glory must be unspeakably happy; and that is where you will go 
on entering heaven, and that is where you find the eternity of true happiness. 

6. Seek, then to be illuminated more and more in the contemplation of God and that 
supernatural and divine light.  

a) Contemplate God in a manner and seek to gain insight into the word to have 
high thoughts of him knowing that he is incomprehensible but knowable. 
b) Be emptied of sinful desires and world conformity, for “the secret of the LORD is 
with them that fear Him,” (Psalm 25:14). 
c) Come to the Word, read and hear what God communicates about Himself, 
receive it as the truth, and conclude and confess that God is such as He reveals 
Himself to be.  
d) And always consider this God in Christ.  
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(1) Bring Christ to every thought, every contemplation of the incomprehensible 
God because Jesus will show you the Father. 
(2) The light of the knowledge of the glory of God is to be found in the face of 
Jesus Christ  (2 Cor. 4:6).  
(3) For outside of Christ God is as an incomprehensible terror, and a consuming 
fire to the wicked. 

7. Since we considered God as incomprehensible, next we will deal with the loftiness of 
the incomprehensible God as Triune.  


