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The Incomprehensibility of God 
Adoring God Chapter 20 
Romans 11:33 

I. The Text Opened 
A. Romans 11:33 

1. "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!" (Rom. 11:33). 

a) The section of 11:1–36 shows the consequences for Gentiles as a result of Jewish 
disobedience and the promise of Israel’s future restoration.  
b) The discussion in Romans 10 may lead some to conclude that God is through 
with Israel.  
c) Paul responded to this idea with an emphatic no.  
d) Salvation issued from Israel’s rejection (11:11–24).  

(1) But that is quite different from saying God had rejected his people (11:1).  
(2) God’s inclusion of the Gentiles should not result in their pride (11:18, 25; 12:3, 
16).  
(3) And Paul goes on to show that Israel’s rejection is only partial (11:1–10) and 
temporary (11:25–32). 

e) 11:33–36 IN PAUL’S ESTIMATION OF PRAISE 
(1) Paul quoted from Isaiah 40:13 and Job 35:7; 41:11.  
(2) This serves as the climax and benediction for the first half of the book (Rom. 
1–11). 

II. The Doctrine from the Text  
A. Doctrine: Only God is able to discern Himself perfectly. 

1. Scripture communicates true information about the character of God.  
a) However, men soon learn from studying the attributes of God and His unique 
character that He is well beyond their limits of understanding.  
b) If God is infinite, then finite man can never understand everything about Him, 
and can only discern glimmers of truth about His character.  
c) Only God is able to discern Himself perfectly.  

(1) This is God’s incomprehensibility.  
2. God infinitely surpasses our understanding, imagination and language.   

a) By nature, limited creatures cannot contain an infinite comprehension of God’s 
being.  
b) The longer Christians consider and meditate on God’s infinite character, the 
more likely they are to utter the words of Zophar from the book of Job: 

(1) Can you find out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limit of the 
Almighty? It is higher than heaven – what can you do? Deeper than Sheol – what 
can you know? Its measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea. (Job 
11:7-9, ESV)  

3. God is invisible, and is said to dwell in “light inaccessible,” (1 Tim. 6:16).  
a) But He sent his son, Jesus Christ, to be the Great Revealer of God.  

(1) No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him. (John 1:18) 
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b) Christ came to both declare and reveal God to us so men could understand the 
truth about God as Father.  
c) Christ, as the eternal Son of God, equal in essence, power and might, knows 
particularly well how to communicate what men can know about God.  
d) In this way, the Gospels are especially important, because men know that 
Christ, “hath declared him,” (John 1:18).  
e) So, though people may speak about God’s ultimate incomprehensible nature, 
human beings were created with the capacity to understand God’s self-revelation 
to us in the Word of God.  

(1) Be still and know that I am God. (Psa. 46:10) 
4. If God is incomprehensible, can men really know Him?   

a) Yes … and no.  
b) The Bible teaches that God can be known, but that it is impossible for men to 
have a knowledge of Him that is exhaustive and perfect.   
c) There is a great distance between God and us.  
d) People apprehend ideas and concepts that Scripture teaches them about God, 
but they never comprehend Him completely and perfectly.   
e) Even His name is shrouded in mystery.  

(1) What does it really mean when God says He is the great, “I AM?”  
(2) Men can only draw small conclusions about His being from that mysterious 
name.  
(3) Manoah asked the Angel of the Lord, “What is thy name, that when thy 
sayings come to pass we may do thee honor?” (Judges 13:17). The Lord answered, 
“Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?” (Judges 13:18).  
(4) The word secret is the Hebrew word for incomprehensible, which means, ‘so 
utterly wonderful that you cannot comprehend it.’  
(5) This is why God must be thought of with respect to man’s understanding, 
rather than explained as He truly is.   
(6) So when Scripture describes God, it does so by adapting to man’s weaker 
understanding.  

B. God Chooses to Speak Our Language 
1. The Bible is the knowledge of God shared in our language.  

a) The Bible is God’s way of communicating to finite beings in ways they can 
understand.  
b) For example, when grown-ups meet a baby, they don’t strike up a conversation 
about the day they had at work.  
c) Instead, they tend to start speaking in gibberish with giant smiles which cause 
the baby to react to the noise and the expressions.  
d) They are communicating, but in a manner the child can relate to.  

(1) In this same way, Scripture is God’s baby talk.   
2. With that in mind, men should understand that the Bible is to be interpreted in light 
of the fact that it is an adaptation of divine truths to finite human minds.  

a) God, the infinite being, is communicating with finite man. Christians must be 
careful, then, not to push biblical language about God and His nature to literal 
extremes.   
b) For example, the Psalmist writes, “Hide me under the shadow of thy wings,” 
(Psalm 17:8).  

(1) This is, of course, a figure of speech, as God doesn’t have wings.  
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(2) Some imagine a material God from the fact that Scripture often describes Him 
with a mouth, ears, eyes, hands, and feet.  
(3) Forms of speaking like this occur all throughout the Bible, but not so much to 
express literally what God is like.  
(4) It is rather to help men understand this knowledge of Him to their slight 
capacity.  
(5) God’s Word to us is understandable, which means He chose to descend far 
beneath His loftiness  in order to make it so.  
(6) This truth alone should supremely demonstrate how much God desires for 
men to know Him! 

c) Since it is impossible for us to comprehend God as He is in Himself, what is 
communicated in Scripture is a “kind of mirror to reflect the rays of God’s glory.”   
d) Man’s knowledge is true, but it is a language of baby talk relative to their limited 
capacity to understand His eternal greatness.  
e) So, when they read and study Scripture, they are reading eternal truths about 
God.  
f) When they apprehend anything in Scripture, they are understanding those same 
truths.  
g) They can be sure that what they know, so long as it lines up with Scripture, is 
true, as His Word is the gateway through which they get to know Him.   

III. The Text Applied 
A. High Thoughts of God 

1. When we turn our thoughts to God’s eternality, His immateriality, His omnipresence, 
His almightiness, our finite minds cannot help but be overwhelmed.  

a) Jeremiah Burroughs said in Gospel Worship, possibly the most important work 
he ever wrote, that we must have “high thoughts of God.”   
b) Burroughs even said that such high thoughts of God demonstrate a desire for a 
special obedience by attempting to apprehend the nature of His infinite being.   

2. Though we can never fully comprehend divine nature, we should be free to humbly ask 
questions and prayerfully seek and study Scripture to grasp what He has so graciously 
revealed of Himself in His Word.   

a) In the end, we will know nothing fully or perfectly.   
b) Even still, it would be foolish to say we should not make the effort to learn more 
about Him.  
c) Charles Spurgeon said: Nothing will so enlarge the intellect, nothing so magnify 
the whole soul of man, as a devout, earnest, continued, investigation of the great 
subject of the Deity. The most excellent study for expanding the soul is the science 
of Christ and Him crucified and the knowledge of the Godhead in the glorious 
Trinity. 

3. The proper study of the Christian is the Godhead.  
a) The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which 
can engage the attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, the 
doings, and the existence of the great God which he calls his Father.  
b) There is something exceedingly improving to the mind in a contemplation of the 
Divinity. 

4. It is a subject so vast, that all our thoughts are lost in its immensity; so deep, that our 
pride is drowned in its infinity.  



4 

a) Other subjects we can comprehend and grapple with; in them we feel a kind of 
self-content, and go on our way with the thought, “Behold I am wise.” 
b) But when we come to this master science, finding that our plumb line cannot 
sound its depth, and that our eagle eye cannot see its height, we turn away with 
the thought “I am but of yesterday and know nothing.”  

5. As God is by nature incomprehensible, our pursuit of Him should be clothed with 
humility, caution, and reverence.   

a) After all our studies and examinations and meditations on God we are forced to 
say with Job, “Lo, these are parts of His ways: but how little a portion is heard of 
Him? But the thunder of His power who can understand?”   
b) Man is made of dust, fragile, and is compared to the grass which is cut down, or 
the puff of smoke that disappears in an instant.   
c) How, then, shall we approach the presence of One so above and beyond anything 
we can think?  

(1) For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones. (Isa. 57:15)  
(2) God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about Him. (Psa. 89:7) 
(3) The word ‘humble’ means lowly. ‘Contrite’ means to lay in the dust.  
(4) The word ‘reverence’ means to be in awe with honor, respect and fear.  
(5) The writer of Hebrews sums up the believer’s life before God when he says, 
“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear,” (Heb. 
12:28).  
(6) Meditating on God’s supreme essence moves us to say with Job, Wherefore I 
abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes. (Job 42:6) 

B. Clearer Knowledge  
1. To be sure, there is a tremendous difference between the knowledge of God His people 
have in this life and what they will have in heaven, but God’s incomprehensibility will 
always remain.  

a) Scripture says that as Christians, we shall see Him, “face to face” and “know” 
even as we are fully known,  but we cannot take this to mean that we will know 
God as comprehensively as He knows us.  
b) He will still be God and we will not.   
c) Our knowledge will be accurate and true, but not exhaustive.  
d) Glorified Christians will still be finite creatures – never fully able to comprehend 
their infinite Creator.  

2. In heaven, the redeemed saints shall understand more fully Christ as mediator between 
God and men.  

a) They shall understand the mystery of the incarnation, of God becoming man.  
b) To as great a degree as God permits, those in glory shall understand the mystery 
of the Trinity.  
c) They shall understand the plan of salvation and how divine providence worked 
in all the circumstances of their lives (Rom. 8:28).  
d) They shall understand the excellencies of Christ to as full a degree as they are 
capable.  
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e) The knowledge of God shall be full, yet God shall not be fully known, for man 
can never completely comprehend the Godhead.   

(1) And still, Christians have an eternity in heaven to enjoy learning as much as 
their capacities will allow and to adore God forever for His nature and work.  
(2) John Dick said: They will see Him more clearly, though, than they could ever 
see Him by corrupt reason and imperfect faith, and more extensively than creation 
and all of His miracles and providential works in human history had yet revealed 
of Him. 

f) Their minds will not be so expanded, though, that they will be capable of 
grasping all at once, or in extensive detail, His entire excellent nature.  

(1) To comprehend infinite perfection, they must become infinite themselves.  
(2) Even in heaven, their knowledge will be partial, but at the same time their 
happiness will be complete, because their knowledge will be perfect in the sense 
that it will be sufficient for the scope of the subject, even though it will not know 
its object exhaustively. 

g) How exciting for Christians to think that once dead and gone to heaven, their 
knowledge and understanding of God will increase, and as their vision expands, 
their blessedness will increase.  
h) And their understanding of God will never grow past the point where there is 
nothing more to be discovered, adored and worshipped.  

(1) Even after ten thousand years in His presence, He will still be the 
incomprehensible God. 

3. There is tremendous value in studying God, con-templating Him, and meditating on 
Him, for in doing so God’s people are sanctified and conformed to the image of their Sweet 
Savior.   

a) But the study of an incomprehensible God carries an additional benefit in that it 
teaches us about ourselves.   
b) The more we learn about God, the more we learn about our relationship to Him, 
our fallen nature, our need of Christ and the power of His sanctifying Spirit.  
c) Calvin said, Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid 
Wisdom, consists almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge of God and of 
ourselves … No man can survey himself without also turning his thoughts toward 
the God in whom he lives and moves. The endowments which we possess cannot 
possibly be from ourselves; our very being is nothing else than subsistence in God 
alone … Man never attains to a true self-knowledge until he has previously 
contemplated the face of God … In our pride, we always seem to ourselves to be 
just, upright, wise and holy, until we are convinced, by clear evidence, of our 
injustice, vileness, folly, and impurity. 

4. Our infinite God is worthy of worship,  and God’s people should devote their time, 
their energy, and their lives to studying Him, contemplating His character and His ways, 
to know Him better.  

a) The Lord God is incomprehensible, yes.  
b) But He also calls people to pursue Him, to learn from Him, to seek Him while He 
may be found,  to taste and see that He is good (Psalm 34:8).  
c) Now, to the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Tim. 1:17) 


