Divine Attributes — Incomprehensibility

by William Bates (1625-1699)
Job 11:7

1. The Text Opened
A. Job1li7

1. 'Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection?” (Job. 11:7).
2. Job 8-14 serves as one section
a) Bildad rebukes Job and asserts that sin brings punishment.
b) Job longs for a mediator to approach God with his complaints.
¢) Zophar rebukes Job and reminds him that God is beyond understanding.
d) He urges Job to confess his sins, but Job reasserts his innocence.
e) Job wants to argue his case with God himself.
3. Zophar’s Denunciations (11:1-20)
a) Zophar begins his rebuke.
(1) God is punishing you less than you deserve (11:1-6):
(a) Zophar wishes Job could see himself as God does.
b) You cannot comprehend God’s ways (11:7-12).
(1) God'’s ways are beyond human understanding.
(2) Zophar enlarges upon the theme of God's vast wisdom and man’s inability to
grasp It.
(a) The two lines of verse 7 are parallel.
(b) The same verb translated “find out” occurs in both lines.
(¢) Find out translates a verb meaning “explore, investigate, probe,
discover the deep truth of a matter.”
(d) Zophar's question is a way of saying that the mystery of God is
beyond man’s ability to understand.
(6] Both lines of this verse are rhetorical questions, as were the two
parts of verse 2, and may be rendered as negative statements, that is,
“You cannot find out the deep things of God,” and “You cannot find out
the limit of the Almighty.”
(e) Deep things of God may be restructured to say, for example, “the
things about God that are difficult for people to understand.”
() The whole line may be rendered, for example, “Can you investigate
and learn the things about God that are difficulr for people to
understand?”
(6] The answer to this question is “No!”
(3) Can you find out the limit of the Almighty?
(a) Limit translates a word meaning “completeness, end, totality.”
(b) The limir of God is the mysterious depth, the unknowable truth of
God'’s wisdom, and this is parallel to the deep things of God in the
previous line.
(¢) “Can you dig down and reach the truth of God that is beyond
understanding? Of course not!”
¢) Confess your sins and find hope (11:13-20).
(1) Zophar, like the other friends, assumes that Job is suffering because of his sin.

1. The Doctrine from the Text



A. Doctrine: The depths of God are incomprehensible.
1. Itis most reasonable to believe that God can communicate truth to us, but we cannot
fully understand Him.
a) The sun may more easily be included in a spark of fire than the infinite
perfections of God comprehended totally by a finite mind.
b) The angels who dwell so near the fountain of light cover their faces in a holy
confusion, being unable to comprehend Him.
¢) How much less can man do this in this earthly state, distant from God, and
oppressed with the burden of flesh?
2. Even though divine mysteries exist, this is not an excuse to remain ignorant of God’s
ways and will.
a) Human reason is limited and cannot frame a conception equal to the essence and
power of God because God as He is in Himself cannot be comprehended by any
but Himself.
b) There exists mysterious excellencies of His divine nature, the certainty of which
we believe, but the manner we cannot understand.
3. God’s essence and attributes are one and the same, without the least shadow of
composition; yet His wisdom and power are, to our apprehensions, distinct, and His
mercy and justice in some manner opposite.
a) His essence is entirely complete in all places, yet not terminated in any.
b) He is above the heavens and beneath the earth, yet has no relation to high or
low, distant or near.
¢) He penetrates all substances but is mixed with none.
d) He understands, yet receives no ideas within Himself.
e) He wills, yet has no motion that carries Him outside of Himself.
4. In Him time has no succession.
a) That which is past is not gone, and that which is future is not to come.
b) He loves without passion, is angry without disturbance, repents without
change.
¢) These perfections are above the capacity of reason fully to understand, yet
essential to Deity.
5. Here we must exalt faith and leave off all human reason.
a) Because in the mystery of the incarnation (1 Tim. 3:16), that two such distant
natures of Deity and humanity should compose one person, without the confusion
of properties, reason cannot grasp.
b) Yet this is clearly revealed in His Word.
(1) “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth,” (John I1:14).
6. The obedience of faith is to embrace an obscure truth with a firm assent, on the
account of a divine testimony.
a) If reason will not assent to the revelation until it understands the manner of how
divine things are, it does not obey it at all.
b) To believe only in proportion to our narrow conceptions is to disparage divine
truth and debase divine power.

11. The Text Applied

A. God is Incomprehensible to Us



1.

We cannot know what God can do.

a) He is omnipotent, and we are not omniscient.

b) Therefore, we should submit our ignorance to His wisdom.

¢) Every lofty imagination, and every high thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God should be cast down, and every thought brought captive to the
obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).

d) We are wise to receive the great mysteries of the gospel in their simplicity, while
recognizing we are unable “to search out the Almighty to perfection,” (Job 11:7).

2. In this way we are obliged to believe those mysteries that are plainly delivered in
Scripture, no matter their difficulty.

a) Supernatural mysteries have their source in the veracity and power of God,
which makes them prudently credible.

b) This should resolve all our doubts and produce such a stability of spirit as
nothing can shake.

3. The transcendent mysteries of Christianity, the Trinity of Persons in the divine nature,
the incarnation of the Son of God, are all clearly set down in Scripture.

a) Since the fall, the clarity of human understanding is lost, and the light that
remains is tainted by sin.

b) The carnal mind cannot out of ignorance — and will not from pride and other
malignant habits — receive spiritual things.

o) If any divine mystery seems incredible, it is from the corruption of our reason,
not from reason itself; it is from our darkness, not its light.

4. Inregard to belief, faith is rational.

a) It is never blind. It arises from the consideration of those arguments which
convince the heart that Scripture is a divine revelation.

b) “I know,” the apostle says, “whom I have believed,” (2 Tim. 1:2).

¢) And we are commanded “always to be ready to give an account of the hope that
isinus,” (1 Peter 3:15).

d) Faith makes use of reason, to consider what doctrines are revealed in Scripture,
and to deduce those consequences with a direct connection to supernatural
principles.

e) We can make use of reason to distinguish those things which are of divine origin
from what is spurious and counterfeit.

f) The Bereans are commended for “searching the scriptures,” (Acts 17:11).

g) Man cannot acquire so much as God can give. In humility, holiness prepares the

soul for receiving supernatural truths.
(1) “He that doth the will of God shall know whether the doctrine of the gospel
came from heaven,” (John 7:17).

5. The Spirit of God is the only instructor of the spirit of man in these mysteries, in order
to produce a saving belief of them.

a) In short, such a belief is required to prevail on man’s will and draw his affection
and render him submissive to the gospel.

b) Only such a faith is answerable to the quality of the revelation.

¢) The gospel is not a mere narrative, but a promise.

d) Christ is not represented only as an innocent person dying, but as the Son of
God dying to deliver men from sin and its consequences.



6. The truth of an incomprehensible God providing an intelligible gospel so profitable to
us is beyond the realm of our mind’s grasp.
a) And yet His Spirit brings it within reach.
b) If after such divine revelation we fail to see its excellency, and do not receive it
with the faith, love, and obedience due to it, what contempt is that of God’s
infinite wisdom which created such an astonishing plan for our salvation, as if it
does not deserve our most serious consideration and acceptance?
¢) To neglect God’s revelation of the gospel message will justly bring a more severe
punishment than the hell of the uninstructed heathens who are strangers to
supernatural mysteries.



