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Psalm 96: Part 4: The Object Worthy of Our Praise 
Psalm 96:4a 
I. The Text Opened 

A. Psalm 96:4a  
1. “For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised,” (Psalm 96:4a). 

a) The bible is God’s revelation of himself to thinking people, so, what does he say 
about himself? 
b) The bible is a very big book about God who has declared certain truths about 
himself, and on these truths he is to be praised.  
c) One of those explanations of himself, as the psalm says, “the Lord is great.” 

(1) What does it mean to be great?  
(a) Regardless of which attribute or work of God one studies, or counts 
out to declare, God is great, and cannot be anything but great; that may 
seem oversimplistic to call God great, but it is not. 
(b) It does place in perspective that because he is great, as a result of this 
greatness, he is to be praised by people, both for who he is and what he 
has done; for his greatness is not only in his being but in his works as well. 

2. The Lord is “Great.” 
a) Yahweh, Jehovah, the I AM is great. 

(1) The Hebrew  דֹול  ;gadowl means great in magnitude and extent; in intensity גָּ
in importance; great. 

b) No one can adequately praise a great God until they see and consider that he is 
great, infinitely excellent, that his wisdom, power and dominion is above all; that 
he is great over all things. 

(1) Whatever men think is great in creation, God contains an unimaginable 
greatness which cannot be adequately exhausted and numbered in comparison. 
(2) As the first commandment teaches, whoever does not submit themselves to 
this God and take this God to be their God as God has declared himself, is an 
idolater. 

(a) For only God is great; all the gods of the nations are idols. 
(3) Before a man can praise God, he must come to understand in some measure 
the God whom he is to praise, to have some knowledge of God. 

(a) He must see the reason why praise is needed in order to praise. 
(b) This occurs in his attributes, and then secondarily expressed in his 
saving works, which culminate in Jesus Christ. 
(c) And the only place in which a man may see the greatness of God for 
who he is and what he has done is in his word, by his Spirit. 
(d) If it is by his Spirit, no one can praise him that is not first conformed 
and converted to him, to be able to see him clearly. 

(i) For it is only by God’s own prescription and word that men are 
able to rightly praise him, and with a sincere heart exemplifying all the 
fruit of the Spirit. 
(ii) For without godly sincerity in the heart which relies on the 
word, nothing men do will please God.  

3. What is praise? 
a) Praise is the adoration of God due to him for his glorious excellency by all 
rational creatures. 

(1) This begs the question of God’s weightiness again. 
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(2) The glory of God is that most absolute model of perfection by which he is 
truly perfect, above and before all perfection. 

(a) It is the divine excellency by which he is superexcellent, eminent, 
above all things, even above thoughts of excellency itself. 
(b) He is above all creation in this world, and all creation in the world to 
come. 
(c) This can be clearly seen in Scripture by the use of God’s name which 
he uses to exemplify his glory. 

(3) God gave Moses an answer when he asked God to show him his glory and 
God answered in Exodus 33 where God said, no, “Thou canst not see my face.” 

(a) To see God’s glory is to see God himself in his essence, for God has a 
natural glory of himself which distinguishes him from all other things. 
(b) Only he is glorious. 

(i) He does not take his glory from anything other than himself; its 
not bought or borrowed. 
(ii) He is the fountain of greatness, glory, and ought to be the object 
of great praise which is due him as the first and best of beings. 

(4) If a person does not see his glorious excellency or greatness in some measure, 
sparks of his divine glory, they are unable to fulfill what this verse teaches in 
praise. 
(5) Nor, will they be able to do the second part of the verse, which is a reverent 
fear due to him, as commanded. 

(a) In the word of God, his revelation of himself, is where Christians must 
look to see his glory, and that, then, in and through Jesus Christ. 
(b) All the wisdom, knowledge and holiness of God is hid in God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

b) The reason of religion, the reason or grounds of devotion to God is his greatness 
and a Christian’s devotion must then be answerable to his greatness. 

(1) In chapter 1, the very beginning of Augustine’s Confessions, he explains “Great 
art Thou, (O Lord) and greatly to be praised.” “But who can rightly call upon you, 
that is yet ignorant of you for such a one may, instead, call on another.” Augustine, 
Confessions, (London: John Norton, 1631), 3. 

c) This means that such praise done is not only done according to the prescription 
of God, but that it is equally done greatly. 

(1) All weak and feeble attempts at praise, lazy attempts, rote attempts, 
monotonous attempts, going through the motions, are by this invalid and negated. 

(a) Though Christians come in weakness, the Spirit of God lifts praise to 
God answerable to his being when Christians praise sincerely and by the 
word. 

(i) Yet, if a knowing people come lazily, or insincerely, or half-
heartedly, this is not answerable to God’s greatness. 

(b) Sincere Christians certainly sing, and praise and declare, not as they 
ought, but the Spirit intercedes placing all they do under the blood of 
Christ, and lifts that to God and that makes their praise of a high and lofty 
nature. 
(c) His praise is to be great, and done in a great manner; the Spirit knows 
this. 

(i) God’s Spirit is sent to his people for the very purpose of aiding 
in this. 

II. The Doctrine from the Text  
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A. Doctrine: Christian praise must be answerable to the greatness of God. 
1. There is nothing of greater consequence, to the highest interest of man, than the 
knowledge of God and his greatness. 

a) And then from this, there is nothing of greater consequence than that man 
considers himself in light of the greatness of the Creator and Redeemer.  
b) Whether he gives due praise to God as a creature. 
c) Whether he gives due praise to God as a redeemed sinner, and how that is to be 
done; these are great things. 
d) When Christians sing, bless, proclaim, declare, they follow the theology of 
praise set down in this psalm…but why?  

(1) It is a divine command to do so because the Scriptures plainly state it as a 
directive.  
(2) It is their duty as a creature. 
(3) It is their duty as a redeemed sinner. 
(4) And blessings befall them when they follow the commands of God, knowing 
that holiness leads to happiness.  

(a) Such praiseworthy actions aid them to know God better.  
(b) When they express outwardly the intentions of their mind and heart, 
when they use their tongues, they worship and by the Spirit, they grow.  
(c) And in the same way, consequently, they desire to see more praise 
given to the great God, to see the lost saved, the nations sing along with 
them, and they find pleasure in sharing the new song with others. 

2. The Scripture has primarily stated to whom and for whom praise is given.  
a) People may think such works of praise are solely for their benefit, yet primarily 
they do these things to God in response to his work among them in both being 
Creator and being Redeemer. 

(1) Worship is for God, but with benefits for the one who praises. 
(2) David, in the first half of this verse, stated the reason for such singing, 
declaring, blessing and sharing, “For the Lord is great...” 

(a) Worship is for him; due to him. 
(3) It is the Christian’s desire that all people see how great God is.  
(4) Many times they take his greatness for granted and do not actually realize 
how wonderfully great he truly is.  

(a) They must count it out, and consider what that greatness entails. 
(b) How is he great? 
(c) What has he said about his greatness? 
(d) What has he done that displays his greatness? 

3. The first way to consider this is to prove his greatness is by Scriptural testimony.  
a) Such a phrase, the “greatness of God” means they set a very high value on this act 
of declaring God’s glorious excellencies.  
b) And if this is so, than their whole lives are set in the direction of this high value.  
c) If such a thing is so truly great, then it would be foolish for them to set their 
minds and hearts on anything other than this, for it is connected to every act, and 
every work they do in the world while they live; his greatness permeates 
everything they do. 

(1) They see all that they do, in both worship and life, to be a great thing, because 
it is, “great in importance.”  
(2) There is nothing, then, which is greater in importance other than this glorious 
and excellent and great object.  
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(3) Nehemiah thought so even in building a wall, "And I sent messengers unto 
them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should 
the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?" (Neh. 6:3); this was great 
because it was a work for God by God. 

d) Christians ought to place the highest value on God for he alone is great and 
greatly to be praised. 

(1) There is nothing in the world which they should place esteem on that is higher 
than God himself.  

(a) This is easily seen in what they talk about most, what they do most, 
what they consider most; it is there they greatly praise him or not. 
(b) Their intellectual dealings with God turn to emotional dealings. 
(c) He is great in their mind, and then he is great in their heart. 
(d) He is great in all things, and nothing transcends his high greatness to 
them no matter what they do.  

e) God is exceedingly great in every way. 
(1) "For they shall hear of thy great name," (1 Kings 8:42). 
(2) "Wherefore thou art great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is 
there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears," (2 
Sam. 7:22). 
(3) "Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ," (Titus 2:13). 

(a) God is great and greatly to be praised, and who is so great as our God?  
(b) He is great in his nature and essence. 
(c) He is great in all his works. 
(d) He is great in his authority over all things. 

f) His name is great, (Jer. 10:6, 11); his power is great, (Psalm 147:5); his acts are 
great, (Psalm 111:1); his judgements are great, (Exodus 7:4); all his works are great 
and mighty (Jeremiah 32:19; Deut. 32:4). 

(1) He is great in his perfections; great in his holiness, great in his love, great in his 
wrath, great in his mercy. 
(2) He is so perfect in every way that he stands in need of nothing.  

(a) He is absolutely and simply perfect, because he has all things which 
are to be desired for the greatest happiness in himself. 
(b) He is perfect in the highest degree of perfection. 
(c) He is light, in its purity, in which there is no darkness (1 John 1:5). 
(d) He is the author and cause of all perfections in all creatures; whatever 
they have that is good comes from his great perfection. 

(i) Which is why it is said that he is most absolutely perfect, (Job 
22:2; Psalm 16:2) as the Savior said in Matt. 5:48, “Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

(e) He is essentially great in himself, perfect in and by himself, containing 
in himself all perfections to the greatest and highest degree. 

(i) They are unfathomable degrees. 
(f) Nothing is lacking in him, and he has no other need of any other thing 
outside of himself. 
(g) He is originally this way, and did not become this way, or is becoming 
greater; he is as great as he can possibly be, and cannot be anything but 
great forever. 

g) Equally, all his works are perfect, and they are all great. 
(1) "He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of 
truth and without iniquity, just and right is he," (Deut. 32:4). 
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(2) His work of creation is a perfect work, for he made everything by his 
unsearchable wisdom in Christ Jesus. 
(3) His work of providence is perfect and great, for everything is governed in the 
perfection of his wisdom, commanding the wheels, “O wheel,” (Ezekiel 10:13).  
(4) His work of redemption likewise is perfect and great. 

(a) The greatest perfection of justice, wisdom, truth, and power that can 
be conceived of, shows itself in the work of Jesus Christ coming in 
covenant to save as the Great Deliverer. 
(b) Christ is a greater Deliverer than death is a great enemy. 

(i) "Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver," (2 
Cor. 1:10). 
(ii) Christ is greater in every way. 

4. To think anything as great or greater than God is to become a professing idolater and a 
practical atheist.  

a) As the first, second and third commandments teach, idolatry is the chief of sins, 
for it is a love to something other than the great God who alone is to be 
worshipped. 

(1) When those commands are sinned against, greatness is moved from God to 
something else.  

b) The very first sin was of idolatry; this is where Satan, an angel in heaven, 
desiring to be as great as God, exalted himself over God.  

(1) In the prophecy of the king of Tyre which is ascribed in some fashion to the 
devil, Isaiah records, “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like 
the most High,” (14:14).  

(a) He wanted to be great. 
(b) He wanted to be as great as God. 

(2) And after his expulsion from heaven in his sin, he tempted Eve in the same 
manner to be like God.  

(a) “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil,” (Gen. 3:4-5).  
(b) Desiring to be like God in this way is a result of pride and vanity; and 
is a great sin against a great God.  
(c) Being imitators of God through the power of the Spirit in conformity 
to the image of Christ is great praise; and it is not the same as wanting to 
be like God in this way. 

(i) To be like God in holiness is to be a reflection of a pattern. 
(ii) To be like God in the devil’s work, is to replace God’s glory 
with one’s own desire for glory.  

c) Jesus gave us the example of idolatry through the meeting he had with the rich 
man.  

(1) The Rich man came before Jesus, thinking he had kept all the commandments 
of God, yet broke the very first one thus nullifying them all as broken because he 
was an idolater (Luke 18:18ff); the idolatry of self.  

(a) Idolatry is plainly stated to be the worst sins, for it is prohibited in the 
very first of the commandments.  
(b) God says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me,” (Exodus 20:3).  

(2) Idolatry is nothing more than the worship of the self over God.  
(a) And one’s self is the greatest idol that ever was or will be. 
(b) There is no other idol than one’s selfish self. 
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d) One might ask, “what if someone is worshipping a false god? How is this 
worshipping the self?” 

(1) It is still worship of the self because that man thinks he knows what is best for 
himself over and against what God delights in and has commanded him. 
(2) In that case the worship of a deity other than the only wise God is really 
nothing more than his own depraved imagination acting out. 

(a) To love what he likes as his own creation.  
(3) It removes the greatness ascribed to God alone and gives honor to the creature 
thinking that it is greater than God is.  
(4) This is as if the car is greater than he who built it, or the house greater than 
the builder, or a chair greater than its craftsman, or a dress greater than its 
seamstress.  

(a) It is an absurdity, “For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the 
LORD made the heavens,” (Psa. 96:5).  

e) If a study is made of the man-made gods of history, one will find gods for 
everything under the sun; gods for rain, gods for thunder, gods for disease, gods for 
sending messages, gods that ruled the moon, gods that ruled the sun.  

(1) The Christ is not just a God over one nation or department of nature, but the 
God of all things and all nations and all the universe and over the entire galaxy – 
over the entire created order.  

(a) There is nothing he is not God and Lord over. 
(i) There is no maverick molecule or autonomous atom roaming 
anywhere in the universe outside or apart from his greatness. 

(2) The God of Christianity is partly defined as the One, “greater than which 
nothing can be imagined.”  

(a) He is the God of all, over all idols of all men. 
5. The greatness of God is fundamental to the Christian’s idea of worship.  

a) The very statement that God is truly great, calls the worshipper to ascribe 
greatness to God; so they sing, declare, proclaim, etc., his greatness in his worship 
as God desires.  

(1) In Hebrew the word great is not only defined as “greatness” but it is ascribed 
as a description of God himself.  
(2) It’s like when one hears the expression, “Next to the word Awesome in the 
dictionary is so and so’s picture.”  
(3) In Hebrew, in defining the word great, it says “see God.”  
(4) For, if God is not great, he is not worthy of great praise, or any praise at all. 
(5) Whatever is the greatest thing that exists, is to be worshipped for it being 
great. 

(a) If Jesus Christ is great, if God is great, then he alone is to be revered 
above all things. 

6. The Christian’s understanding and perception of God affects the very way they 
worship, and talk, and live, and act, and walk, and pray, etc.  

a) If he is great, then their worship will be particular in its execution, because it 
must be answerable to his greatness. 

(1) Why, because the soundness of the doctrine stands on this verse, praise must 
be answerable to the greatness of God. 
(2) There is a rule given to sacrifices in this way, "And if there be any blemish 
therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it 
unto the LORD thy God." (Deu. 15:21). 
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b) If one’s perception of God is faulty in some way, if God is not able to accomplish 
all he purposes, if he is not all powerful, if he is not fair, if he is not wrathful, if he is 
not loving, etc., then their perception of him will guide how great they think he is, 
or not. 
c) Great praise would not be worthy of attention and adoration of a lesser being, 
great praise is not worthy of a God who is not truly great.  
d) This is why it is so vitally important to know the God of the Bible, so that a true 
understanding of him will be as his self-revelation states, rather than what people 
just want to believe about him.  

(1) The mind is filled first, and then the heart overflows in response to what the 
mind informs it, even in a small degree. 
(2) Through a violation of the first, second and third commandments, poor 
theological ideas can make a small god in one’s mind.  
(3) So many times, people make theological judgments concerning all sorts of 
things about God when they have not ever gone through and even read the Bible; 
they say, “I think God is this way or that way.”  
(4) How can they even begin to make a judgment about who the great God is, as 
whether he is truly great or not, unless they find out what his word says about 
that?  
(5) Men may rest well to say that he is great, and in this way worship him as such, 
but they will really never know if he is truly great unless they find that stated 
specifically in the Scriptures, and taught to them by the Spirit.  

(a) God’s word alone determines ultimate reality for them. 
e) One might ask, “How do you mean that we make a small god? Can a god be 
made?”  

(1) Let me use the example of the Universalist.  
(2) The Universalist believes that since Jesus died for every man, and that his 
death truly saves those he dies for, thus all people are saved and no one will ever go 
to hell.  
(3) It is Scripturally obvious to anyone that has read the Bible, that this erroneous; 
not true.  
(4) Jesus spoke many times on hell, and about the judgment to come. “Where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched,” (Mark 9:44).  
(5) So the Universalist has created a god who is all love, but he is not holy, not 
just, and not angry with sin.  

(a) In other words, he is not the God of the Bible.  
(b) By a false assertion, he has created a false god in his own imagination.  
(c) Instead, Christians must stand on the Scriptures and all that they 
contain for there God has shown his greatness in all his attributes; they 
must take God as God reveals himself, and worship him with great praise 
that is due to him.  

(6) The Scriptures are God’s self-revelation and God tells his people he wants 
them to know about his being, work, and authority.  

7. This God requires great praise; and how is this proved?  
a) His disclosed word to his people says, “and greatly to be praised.”  
b) For the Lord is great and to be praised greatly; “…to be praised.”  

(1) This praise adores his glorious excellency and is sincerely and deeply thankful, 
or satisfied, in acclaiming the superior quality of this great God. 
(2) The object is God himself.  
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(3) The root of the word praise (ָּ֣ל  comes from the idea to shine, like when (ּוְמֻהל 
Moses’ face was shining after being in the presence of God (Exod. 34:29-30).  
(4) As Christian mirrors, to truly praise is to mirror the greatness of God back to 
him.  

(a) It is reflecting of his glory through song and declaration that he is 
great.  
(b) God knows he is great, but, when he communicates his greatness to 
his people, and then his people perceive his greatness, their typical 
response should be to praise him back for being great!  

c) There is a very strong connection between this praise and intellectual content.  
(1) People praise the great God for what they know about him.  
(2) They sing songs with their mind and tongue and in doing this it is considered 
by God as praise.  
(3) Why do they praise him?  

(a) They praise him for being great.  
(4) How do they know he is great?  

(a) By understanding who he is and what he does by his word because he 
has told them he is, and revealed how he is; they do not have to guess 
about it at all.  

d) This praise is not negotiable; it is commanded.  
(1) Can’t people just do what they’d like to do if they are sincere in doing it? 

(a) No. It is not an indifferent choice, but a mandatory part of the 
creature’s life and the Christian life to praise God in spirit and truth.  

(2) They must praise God because they are created by the first and best of beings. 
(3) They must praise God, because as redeemed men and women, they cannot 
escape his greatness in the saving work of Jesus Christ. 
(4)  They cannot praise God too much, too often, too zealously or too joyfully.  

(a) This means that if they spent every waking moment praising him, 
unceasingly, they would not praise him enough; for their praise cannot be 
constantly, in quality and quantity, as big as he is great. 
(b) How then shall their praise be answerable to his greatness if he is 
beyond measure, and they are finite?  

(i) The answer lies, through the Spirit of Christ in truth which 
makes their praise great as it ascends up to heaven. 

e) God knows his people are limited in their ability, and so need help in their 
praise; they need help in everything because of the fall.  

(1) He is inseparably joined to praise.  
(a) Psalm 109:1, “Do not keep silent, O God of my praise.”  
(b) Psalm 22:3, “But you are holy, enthroned in the praises of Israel.”  
(c) Human existence and praising the true God are closely related.  
(d) Psalm 119:175, “Let my soul live, and it shall praise you...”  

(2) The fullest richness of human life produces praise.  
(a) Psalm 84:4, “Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they will still 
be praising you.” 

f) They are to praise God, and the word, “greatly,” at the end of the phrase shows 
how they are to praise him.  

(1) “Greatly” is “exceedingly, with whole commitment and the whole self.”  
(2) What is the greatest commandment?  
(3) “To love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all they soul, and with all 
thy mind...”  

(a) Mark adds, “with all thy strength.” 



9 

(4) They first praise God with their minds, in order that they learn about him and 
his ways, to know the God they are to greatly praise.  
(5) Then they feel something for God because of what they know, and in this way 
praise him by the use of their hearts.  
(6) Then, they put to use the body which the Lord God gave them, by praising 
him in their worship and conduct with the tongue, ears, eyes and other parts.  
(7) So, they praise him with nothing less than all the strength they can muster.  
(8) They are to praise God as much as he is great, in this way the understanding of 
“greatly” holds in it a dedicated holiness of worship to the Lord.  

(a) A great God deserves nothing less than great praise. 
(b) They do this, though, under the blood of Christ, by the power the 
Spirit and in the truth.  
(c) The Christian’s praise is made answerable to God’s greatness by 
Christ’s blood, and the Spirit’s application of that blood to their singing 
and declaring.  

(i) They bring Christ to every song, and the Spirit intercedes with 
them in all their singing, in all their declarations, and showers it all with 
the blood of Savior and God accepts it; if they do not have the Spirit, 
they will not be able to praise him. 

g) They do not only praise God for what he has done (his works and acts in 
creation and salvation), but primarily who he is (being the great God).  

(1) Though God has done wondrous things, they could praise him for being who 
he is solely because he is who he is, the great I AM.  
(2) God is the infinite God who sustains the universe and is the supreme Creator.  
(3) He alone brings forth redemption through his Son, and is great in all his saving 
deeds, from the Israelites and the Red Sea to the cross of Christ.  

(a) These are all acts, surely great acts.  
(b) But men must think through how much time they spend praising God 
for acts he has done in contrast to praising him for who he is.  
(c) He is holy. He is infinite. He is omniscient. He is omnipresent. He is 
self-sustaining, He is all powerful, and so on.  

(i) The greatest action of the greatest man seen through the eyes of 
the world is incomparably infinitesimal to the greatness of the only God 
who is Jesus Christ.  
(ii) Man’s deeds are nothing compared to the deeds of God; and 
their greatest deeds are but filthy rags (Isa. 64:6).  

(d) And it is not only that God does great things, but the things he does 
are great because he is perfectly and wholly great in and of himself!  

(i) His being constitutes the greatness of his acts. 
h) In all this, Christian praise must be answerable to the greatness of God. 

B. Three Matters of Practical Praise 
1. First, if men praise God, the Spirit testifies that he is their God.  

a) Praise to God is truly a fruit of the Spirit worked by the Spirit of God.  
b) It is not something fabricated by men.  

(1) Love is the fruit of the Spirit, and love fuels praise to Christ. 
(2) Love is the fuel of all acts done by Christians. 

c) So it is a testimony to their lives in Christ, that if they truly praise God they 
know that they are in Jesus Christ, made new creatures, to sing new songs to him, 
and declare his greatness and glory day to day. 

(1) The Spirit sings along with them, in them, as they count the greatness of God, 
and sing and declare his name. 
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2. Secondly, praise to God encourages sanctification.  
a) If they praise a great God, he will greatly bless them with all the spiritual 
blessings in Christ and communicate himself to them through his word and seen in 
his providence.  
b) Keep this in mind, Christians are out to obtain spiritual blessings; they should 
desire to grow as a basic desire to long after the pure milk of the word to grow 
thereby. 
c) They will ask themselves in contemplation and adoration, “what great things has 
this great God done in my life in the past month, week, day? What testimonies can 
I share with my lips?” 

3. Thirdly, praise to God is primarily done in the assembly of the saints, but can be done 
anywhere; and may lift men up wherever they are to partake of his heavenly sweetness, 
even with merely, high thoughts of him. 

a) If they feel low, or saddened by some tragedy or mishap, if they have awakened 
to a hard providence of some affliction, praising God will lift them up to heights 
which they cannot imagine; such are great thoughtful heights, ministered to them 
by a great God.  

(1) “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? 
hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, 
and my God,” (Psa. 42:11).  
(2) They are made joyful in praise, and so they praise God and are filled with even 
more joy. 

C. Christ is Greatly to be Praised 
1. Jesus Christ is the God of great majesty, and should be praised by all his people, as the 
Great King. 

a) He is called the great God, "And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints," (Rev. 15:3). 
b) He is the great Creator, who upholds all things by his sovereign power, “Who 
being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power,” (Heb. 1:3). 

(1) Providence, whether by his of mercy or judgment is set down in all his works 
of governing. 
(2) He governs all things, all people, all places, all insects, all weather related 
happenings, everything. 

c) His greatness is such, that men cannot comprehend it, "Behold, God is great, and 
we know him not, neither can the number of his years be searched out" (Job 36:26). 

(1) What can be said about this but great praise issued forth in some ecstatic 
benediction? 

(a) "Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 
might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. Now unto the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen." (1 Tim. 1:16-17). 

d) And such people know that Christ’s great mercy and love is seen in his great 
covenant of salvation. 
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(1) "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved;)," (Eph. 2:4-5). 

2. Those who worship this great God of saving mercy, must raise their praise to an 
eminent degree of worship and adoration. 

a) "For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised" (Psa. 96:4). 
b) "Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable," 
(Psa. 145:3). 

(1) Sadly, whatever Christians do is always far beneath the glory of God’s Christ, 
and for many, it is often a lifeless service they give. 
(2) All lifeless service proceeds from low thoughts of God’s Christ. 

(a) Christians often do not have raised thoughts of his majesty and being, 
they often do not have high thoughts. 
(b) But the greatness of Jesus Christ calls for great service then that 
which men usually give to him. 
(c) He will receive nothing from his people but that which is perfect.  

(i) And a shallow and artificial dealing with Christ in weak praise, 
argues that men often have shabby thoughts of God, and this is a 
lessening of his greatness in their mind. 

c) The quality of a high praise should keep Christ’s church in a holy awe of him, 
Heb. 12:28-29, “Let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire.” 

(1) How dreadful is a holy place of gathering that the people of God come to in 
order to worship greatly? 
(2) When Christians come into his presence, in this place, in church, in the holy 
assembly, where he promises to be with his people till the end of the ages, they 
must conduct themselves reverently in his presence to walk as though they know 
something of his great majesty. 
(3) Naturally men are weak in this, Thomas Manton said, “Natural[ly], we faint 
when we meet with anything extraordinary, and therefore it is no wonder if we 
are astonished with the near approach of the excellent majesty of God, and made 
unfit for any action of body or mind. If we cannot look on the Sun in the sky, how 
can we see God?” Manton, Thomas, Christs Temptation and Transfiguration 
Practically Explained and Improved in Several Sermons, (London printed: s.n, 
1685), 187. 
(4) Sin gets in the way of great praise. 

(a) Peter saw Christ perform miracles, and when he was on the boat with 
him, instead of the reaction of praise at the miraculous catch of fish, he 
gave the reason of sin, Luke 5:8, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man.” 

(i) Christ deserves great praise from his redeemed people. 
(b) The Christian is to see the great God as an absolutely perfect, 
infinitely glorious being, which is matter of great joy and should elicit 
great praise. 
(c) For Christian praise must be answerable to the greatness of God. 

III. The Text Applied 
A. Praise in Awe and Reverence 

1. If you understand the most infinitesimal part of the saving power of Jesus Christ, this 
knowledge should compel you to holy wonder and praise. 

a) It is compelling to have thoughts in holy awe of God. 
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b) When we draw near to him, having high thoughts of his being and works, it 
should affect us. 
c) We should gain a sense of humility in the impression of God’s greatness. 
d) We should worship, not by way of slavish fear, but in praise of his glorious 
greatness and majesty. 
e) It should be by way of adoring him. 

(1) When we praise him, the heart, soul and mind ought to be deeply possessed 
with a sense of his greatness and excellency working in harmony together. 

(a) Sometimes we must stir ourselves up to this; and we must always ask 
for the Spirit’s help in it. 
(b) Did you ask him for that help today? 

(2) We must adore him, above all created or imaginable greatness no matter what 
distraction may try to invade our minds to pull us away from him. 

(a) Psalm 89:17, “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of his saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all that are round about him.” 
(b) Holy angels are round about him and they praise him accordingly in 
covering their face in humility and offering a revelation of God’s attributes 
in his presence, “holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty, the whole 
earth is filled with his glory,” and this speaking of the Christ seated on the 
throne as the Great King. 
(c) You as redeemed and sanctified people who, above even the seraphim, 
have the nearest relation to God being his bride, should most adore and 
revere him. 
(d) You should be best acquainted with him. 
(e) You should have the clearest theological sight of him and his works. 

f) Would unbelievers be converted your worship if they saw it? 
(1) In 1 Cor. 14:25, Paul shows that when unbelievers come into the worship 
service there is so much great praise being offered, highly, and with awe and 
reverence, what will they do? 

(a) "…and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that 
God is in you of a truth," (1 Cor. 14:25). 

(2) Hearing their praises of the great God, and seeing their holy disposition in 
doing so, they will come to adore God along side of you. 

(a) But then, what will weak, light, disrespectful, lowly praise do? 
(b) Will the unbeliever want what you have if your praise or life or talk is 
weak, light, and lowly: common even, as it is in most churches today? 

2. Consider how knowing the great God demonstrated in his attributes and divine 
majesty, demonstrated in his saving arm in Jesus Christ to men is the cause for praise, and 
can only be praise in the Messiah. 

a) If you do not have Christ’s saving hand on you, you cannot fulfil what this verse 
teaches. 

(1) We do not worship God correctly, if we do not worship him as he has stated 
in his commands, and we cannot take his commands seriously if we have not made 
God to be our God; as he has revealed himself. 
(2) Worship is only possibly by faithful believers in the Spirit. 

(a) What does that say of the testimony of much of Christendom in the 
world today?  
(b) "But now, because it is not so, he hath visited in his anger;" (Job. 
35:15). 
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(3) And if we worship him as believers, saved by grace in the power of the Spirit, 
we will worship him with great praise; though it always can be improved; the 
more we know, the more of the influences of the Spirit we gain, the more of Christ 
is administered to us, and the greater our praise can be.  
(4) But it is made truly great by the Spirit’s work in your soul, and his aid and help 
lifting you up in adoration. 

3. In considering great praise to the most high God in Christ by the power of the Spirit, 
we ought to have serious thoughts when we come to worship and praise him; whether 
publicly or privately. 

a) Without serious thoughts, our praise not serious. 
b) Without high thoughts, our praise is not high. 
c) Without great adoring thoughts, our praise is not answerable to his greatness. 
d) But what if it is?  

(1) When you as a Christian see God as great, he becomes to you a matter of great 
joy and elicits great praise from you because you see what Christ has done for your 
soul; in taking away sin, removing God’s wrath from you, and giving you his divine 
Spirit. 
(2) This elicits great praise, and is a matter of divine joy. 
(3) Divine joy comes from God, is in him, and flows from him to you; I don’t know 
anyone, saved or lost, that does not desire to be joyful. Where might that joy be 
found? 
(4) "for the joy of the LORD is your strength," (Neh. 8:10). 

(a) The joy of the Lord shall make you strong, and will create further holy 
desires to press you to strive to greater heights in praise and worship. 
(b) It is the joy of the Spirit that is cultivated in praise, "with joy of the 
Holy Ghost," (1 Thess. 1:6). 
(c) Christ, "Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:" (1 
Peter 1:8);  

e) Why speak about praise in this fashion, and the great God? 
(1) "…that your joy may be full," (1 John 1:4). 
(2) Such divine knowledge hid away in Christ, mined out in your life, and then 
sifted into refined praise to the great God is that your joy may be full in the Savior. 

4. Joy is gladness; a sweet motion of the soul in regards to some present or hoped for 
good. 

a) If it is heavenly good in Christ, it leads, and tends to the fullness of spiritual joy, 
and will elicit praise.  

(1) Psalm 51:12, “Restore me to the joy of thy salvation.” 
(2) It will even make you, Rom. 5:3, “rejoice in tribulation.”  
(3) When you die as Christians, you enter into the most comfortable and full 
happiness of heaven in Christ Jesus called, Matt. 25:21, 23, “thy Master’s joy;” it 
may even be said for you to enter into your Master’s praise. 
(4) It cannot be taken away once it is given to you in Christ, it can only be 
eclipsed like the sun behind the clouds for a time when it is wrongly employed or 
tainted with sin; which is why it is to be encouraged and developed. 
(5) A heavenly joy is cultivated by great praise answerable to God’s being. 

(a) This is spoken of being in God, in Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit. 
(i) From joy, praise is given, and from praise joy is enlivened. 
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(b) You are to see the great God in his absolute perfection, being infinitely 
glorious, which is matter of great joy to you and elicits great praise; for the 
LORD is great, and greatly to be praised. 
(c) For your praise must be answerable to the greatness of the God who 
you serve and love. 

b) Next time we will consider the second half of this verse, that in order for any 
saint to rightly praise God, they must fear him, which is the beginning of wisdom. 


