Exhortation 1: Justification
Michael Harrison (1640-1729)
Isa. 45:24-25

1. The Text Opened
A. Isa. 45:24-25

1. 'Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to
him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the
LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." (Isa. 45:24-25).
2. INTRODUCTION: THE MEANING OF THE TEXT
a) This chapter contains a double prophecy.
(1) Thefirst prophecy concerns the redemption of the Jews out of Babylon, the re-
edification of the temple, and the restitution of the temple-worship.
(2) The other prophecy concerns the calling and conversion of the Gentiles in the days
of the Gospel, of which the words of the text are the conclusion.
b) In verse 23 you have God’s oath to assure us of the certainty of the
conversion of the Gentiles, “I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of
my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return unto me void; every knee
shall bow, and every tongue shall swear.”
(1) To bow the knee, intimates a humble adoration of the Divine Majesty.
(a) And swearing concerns a solemn part of God’s worship, intimating, that
the converted Gentiles shall reverently adore, and solemnly worship God in
Christ.
¢) Now the text gives a further account of the change, that converting grace
shall make on the converted Gentiles.
d) In the text observe,
(1) I The person speaking is the Lord Yahweh.
(a) Heisthe Lord that speaks in righteousness, verse 19.
(b) Thisis He who is God alone, a just God, besides whom there is no Savior.
(2) 11 Here are the people spoken to, or of, namely, the Gentiles.
(a) The converted Gentiles are the ones to whom the Lord is speaking.
(b) Consider the words, Shall one say. The word One, is not in the Hebrew
text, but it literally translates to He saith, or shall say.
(c) Inotherwords, One and every one of the converted Gentiles spoken of,
verse 23. Again, in verse 25 they are called the Seed of Israel, which is a proper
term and peculiar not only to the Jews, but to all believers, whether Jews or
Gentiles, who are frequently called God’s Israel in Scripture.
(d) “This is the generation of them that seck him, that seek thy face, O Jacob.
Selah,” (Psa. 24:6).
(e) “Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not
all Israel, which are of Israel,” (Romans 9:6).
(A Or, 2. It refers to the unconverted among them, who were not changed by
the Gospel, but were rather enemies to Christ, that are incensed against him,
rebel against him, not submitting to his rule and government.
(3) 111 Here are the things predicted, or spoken of concerning these people. And those
are,



(a) The solemn glorious benefits which they shall enjoy by the Gospel.
@ Those thar are changed by the Gospel shall have
righteousness and strength. And then by that righteousness
they shall be justified.

(b) Therighteousness believers have from Christ is twofold.
(c) Itisarighteousness for their justification, by which they are accounted,
and esteemed righteous at God’s judgment seat and bar.
(d) Itis also an inherent righteousness of sanctification.
(e) Though the latter is not here excluded, yet the former is principally
intended; becaus it is that righteousness by which we are justified, verse 25.
() The righteousness of sanctification is hinted to us in the word strength.
(9) By thisidea the Holy Spirit begins and carries on a saving and
regenerating work in the soul where we are enabled to repent, believe, and walk
in the newness of life.
(4) 1V.Here s the change seen in regenerating grace which makes these people and their
profession visible, that shall on their conversion be made by them.
(a) They shall come to Christ and believe on him.
(b) The text says, To him shall men come, i.e. they will believe in Christ.
(c) Whenwe say that men shall be coming to Christ this means that they are
believing on him, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1
will give you rest,” (Matt. 11:28).
(d) They shall be justified by him, i.e. their sins are pardoned, and their
persons clothed with the imputed righteousness of Christ, by which they shall
stand righteous at God’s bar.
(e) They shall glory. In this they find a gracious change on their hearts by
sanctification.
() They find a change in their state by justification.
(9) This shall raise their hearts into a thankful frame.
(h) They shall believe in him, and rejoice and glory in him as their God and
Portion.
(5) Hereis the main doctrine to be believed from this text.

11. The Doctrine from the Text

A. Doctrine: it is the duty and character of justified believers, to
acknowledge and profess, that, the righteousness by which they are

justified is in the Lord, and not in themselves.

1. This precious doctrine of justification, is the very marrow of the Christian

Religion.
a) It is that doctrine as Martin Luther observes, with which the Church
stands or falls.
b) It is that doctrine which the Devil hates most of all Gospel Truths, and
endeavors to corrupt.
¢) In the beginning of the Reformation, it was looked on as the grand
difference between the Protestants and Rome.
d) Yes, it is that doctrine, that will only help to settle an awakened,
convinced, believing sinner, in a sweet and lasting peace.



e) Therefore, in speaking to this glorious doctrine, I shall show you the

following.

(1) 1 Who are the people that shall be made partakers of this blessed privilege of
justification?
(2) 1L The nature of justification; what it is.
(3) 111 What that righteousness is, for, and by which we are justified at God’s bar.
(4) 1V. The time when God’s children are made partakers of this blessed privilege.
(5) V.How are we justified by faith?
(6) VI.Objections against the doctrine of justification answered.

2. WHO ARE THE PEOPLE JUSTIFIED?

a) Who are the persons justified?

b) Answer. 1. Negatively, not fallen angels.

(1) They have indeed sinned, and by sin they threw themselves into an eternal abyss of
misery.

(2) Their case is hopeless and remediless. God has left them in the ruins of their fall
without showing them any way of deliverance, “For verily he took not on him the nature
of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham,” (Heb. 2:16).

(3) The phrase He took not on him the nature of Angels, 06 yap 6inov dyyélwv
éuidapfavetar, means literally He did not catch, or lay hold on the angel, but when
they were falling, he let them go.

c) 2. Positively: it refers to fallen man, not man in innocence, but man under

the sentence of condemnation for sin.

(1) However, it’s not all sinners that shall be justified. “For all the world are become
guilty before God,” (Rom. 3:19).

(2) But, all the world are not saved, no. In the text you find some that are incensed
against Christ, that are angry with him, these shall be ashamed.

(3) Thereisaworld of sinners, that notwithstanding the Gospel discovering salvation,
shall be eternally damned. “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death,”
(Rev. 21:8).

d) Those that are justified must be considered under the following points.
(1) They must be elected and chosen of God to be heirs of eternal life, Eph. 1:4, “Chosen
before the foundation of the world.”

(2) They must be sinners.
(a) Whoever is justified, must first be ungodly, “But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness,” (Romans 4:5).
(3) They must be given to Christ, John 6:37, “All the Father hath given me shall come to
me.”
(4) Whoever is justified must first be accused. The violated Law puts in a plea against
the sinner.
(a) John5:45, “Think not I will accuse you to the Father, there is one that
accuseth you, even Moses, in whom you trust,” i.e. The Law of Moses accuses
them by the works of which they hoped to be justified.
(5) St.Paul had found the accusing, condemning power of the Law in his own
conscience, before he pleaded the righteousness of Christ.



(a) “For Iwas alive without the law once: but when the commandment came,
sinrevived, and I died,” (Romans 7:9).
(6) One justified must be a repenting and returning sinner, for though repentance is no
meritorious cause of justification, yet it’s absolutely necessary for pardon.
(@) Isa.55:7 says, “Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man
his thoughts, and return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy on him, and to
our God, and he will abundantly pardon.”
(b) Itis a fruitless dispute whether justification or sanctification is first in the
order of nature because they both spring from one and the same root; viz. free
grace, and never go alone.
(c) Itis certain that none can have the one without the other.
(7) Whoever is justified must believe, for we are saved by faith, (Eph. 2:8), and justified
by faith, (Rom. 3:28).
() Itisbiblically absurd to say we are justified before we believe, or that we
are justified without faith.

1. The Text Applied

A. But



