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Exhortation 3: Imputation 
Michael Harrison (1640-1729) 
Isa. 45:24-25 
I. The Text Opened 

A. Isa. 45:24-25 
1. "Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall 
men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the LORD shall all 
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." (Isa. 45:24-25).  

II. The Doctrine from the Text  
A. Doctrine: Christ’s righteousness is imputed to elect believers. 

1. That righteousness, by and for which, we are esteemed righteous at God’s bar, is, the 
active and passive obedience of Jesus Christ, performed by him in our stead, imputed to us, 
and received only by faith. 
2. This is very clear from Holy Scripture. For, 

a) First, as we by sin are under the curse of the Law, (Gal. 3:10), and deserve hell, so 
Christ by his death, has redeemed us from that curse.  

(1) Eph. 1:7, “In whom we have redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of sin.”  
(2) Consider this, “And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith,” (Gal. 
3:12-14). 

b) There is no other way for a sinner to be brought from under the curse of the Law 
and wrath of God, but by the merits, death and satisfaction of Christ. 

3. Secondly, the righteousness of Christ is imputed to us for our justification. 
a) Now here consider these two things, 

(1) What is meant by the righteousness of Christ? 
(2) That Christ’s righteousness is that righteousness, by which we are justified before God. 
(3) 1. What are we to understand by the righteousness of Christ? 

(a) Answer. That righteousness of Christ which is imputed to us for our justification, is 
the active and passive obedience of Christ to the Law as our mediator and surety. 

(4) For the moral Law required two things. 
(a) First, sinless and perfect obedience. 
(b) Secondly, in case of sin and the Law broken, the Law required satisfaction. 

(5) Now the Lord Jesus Christ as our mediator and surety, did both of these for us. 
(6) 1. Christ’s active obedience to the Law was for us, that forasmuch as we had broken the Law, 
Christ obeyed and fulfilled it for us. 

(a) Gal. 4:4, “When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his son, made of a 
woman, made under the Law,” and the reason is given, verse 5, “to redeem (or satisfy 
divine justice for) those which were under the Law.”  
(b) Rom. 8:3, “For what the Law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending his own son in the likeness of sinful flesh,” verse 4, “that the righteousness of the 
Law might be fulfilled in us,” etc. 
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(c) The Law could not justify because we could not keep it; therefore God sent his Son 
in our stead to do it for us. 
(d) And this active obedience of Christ is imputed to us for our justification. 

(7) 2. The Law broken threatens a curse, “For as many as are of the works of the law are under 
the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them,” (Gal. 3:10). 

(a) Christ came from heaven and endures this curse for us; the death he died was for us, 
“And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 
(b) Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree,” (Gal. 3:12-13). 

(i) He died the death, and suffered the penalty due to us, and 
by his stripes we are healed. 

(c) “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all,” (Isa. 53:4-6). 
(d) And, “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification,” (Rom. 4:25). 

b) Lastly, and as he suffered the curse, so he fulfilled the righteousness of the Law 
for us. 

(1) Rom. 8:3, “For what the Law could not do, in that it was weak,” etc. “God sending his own son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the 
Law might be fulfilled in us.”  
(2) The Law, not being able to justify us, because we were unable to keep it, God pitied us in this 
state, sent his Son in our stead, or place, to fulfil the Law. 
(3) When this was done by Christ in our nature as our Surety, it is then done in us. 

(a) This is that righteousness, by and for which we are justified, and accounted 
righteous at God’s bar. 

c) Now this righteousness of Christ is called the righteousness of God, (Rom. 1:17), 
because it is the righteousness of him who is God. 

(1) It is called the righteousness of faith, (Rom. 4:11), because that righteousness that has true 
faith, eyes and looks at, in justification, the righteousness of the Law, (Rom. 8:3-4), because it is 
such a perfect righteousness as the Law requires. 

4. 2. Now this active and passive obedience of Christ, is that righteousness, by, and for 
which, we are justified at God’s bar. 

a) And this is the meaning of all those scriptures which speak of our pardon, 
acceptance and justification at God’s bar, to be of grace, mere free-grace, (cf. Rom. 
3:24-25, 5:1). 
b) We read of righteousness imputed, Rom. 4:6, “Blessed is the man, to whom the 
Lord imputeth righteousness, etc., verse 9, “Faith was reckoned for righteousness,” 
so also see verses 11, 22, 23, and 24. 
c) Now what was imputed? It was faith, i.e. the object of faith, the righteousness of 
Christ, which faith looked at; and that was not an inherent righteousness in the 
person of the believer, but an objective righteousness in the person of Christ. 

(1) So then the only plea the arraigned, accused sinner can make for himself at God’s bar is this;  
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(a) O Lord, I readily confess I have sinned, and by sin deserve to be eternally damned; 
yet in love to lost sinners, you have given Christ, who by his active obedience has fulfilled 
the Law, and by his sufferings has purchased eternal redemption for all them that believe 
in him, obey and receive him as offered in the Gospel. I see myself lost and undone by sin, 
I lean by faith to him, and rest on him alone for pardon, justification and eternal life. He 
is the Lord my righteousness. I resolve on new obedience and holiness, but I will not trust 
in anything in myself, but to the merits and righteousness of Christ alone. 

(2) This is the believer’s plea at God’s bar for pardon and justification; and there are two 
considerations, that will much clear the manner of this imputation. 
(3) 1. As Adam’s sin is imputed to his posterity, by which they have all become sinners. 

(a) In Adam all have sinned; even so is Christ’s righteousness to all his, by which they 
become righteous; “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned,” (Rom. 5:12). 
(b) As by one man’s disobedience, many (i.e. all mankind) were made sinners; so by the 
obedience of one, many (i.e. all the spiritual seed of Christ, for the apostle is there 
speaking of the two seeds) were made righteous. 

d) 2.The sins of the elect were laid on, or imputed to Christ; as Isa. 53:4-5 and 
Romans chapter 4 demonstrate. 

(1) He was made sin for us. 
(2) So the obedience or righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, (read 2 Cor. 5:1 to the end). 
(3) We are made the righteousness of God in him. 

III. The Text Applied 
A.  


