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Exhortation 4: Time of Justification 
Michael Harrison (1640-1729) 
Isa. 45:24-25 
I. The Text Opened  

A. Isa. 45:24-25 
1. "Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall 
men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the LORD shall all 
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." (Isa. 45:24-25).  

II. The Doctrine from the Text  
A. Doctrine: The time of justification was set in God’s decree from 
eternity. 

1. Let us now consider the time when we are made partakers of this blessed privilege of 
justification. 
2. And here consider, 1. From eternity God has decreed to justify all the elect; for it must 
be granted, that all those blessed privileges the saints enjoy in time, are settled up on them 
in God’s eternal purpose.   

a) Eph. 1:4, “He has chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before him in love.”  
b) And verse 5, “Having predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ, to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” so that the terms 
adoption, justification, sanctification, and all other spiritual, heavenly blessings are 
settled on us in God’s eternal election before time.  
c) But yet it can in no propriety of speech be said, we are justified from eternity.  

(1) There is not one syllable in the whole Bible that says so.  
(2) We must distinguish between a purpose in God to do such a thing in time, and the thing 
actually done.  
(3) We are no more justified from eternity, then we are sanctified and glorified from eternity.  

(a) God from eternity equally purposed to give these benefits to all the elect. 
d) The Lord Jesus Christ has at his death purchased the pardon of sin, justification 
and eternal life for all believers.  

(1) “God laid on him the iniquities of us all,” etc. (Isa. 53:4-6 and Rom. 5:12), ad finem; yet these 
purchased privileges are reserved for us, not applied to us until we actually come to, and believe in 
Christ.  
(2) John 3:36, “He that believeth on the son has everlasting life, and he that believeth not the son, 
shall not see life.” 

e) We are actually justified by faith.  
(1) Romans 5:1, “Being justified by faith we have peace with God.”  
(2) Romans 3:28, “A man is justified by faith without the deeds of the Law.”  
(3) Now if we are justified by faith, we are not justified before faith, nor without it.  

(a) Faith being in the soul is absolutely necessary to justification. 
f) In death we have a further manifestation of our justification, when the soul of a 
believer appears at God’s bar.  

(1) It is then acquitted and finds itself more immediately in the arms of mercy.  
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(2) Rev. 14:13, “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, they rest from their labors, and their 
work do follow them.” 

g) The last and great day of justification will be the Day of Judgment; the saints 
shall then by Jesus Christ himself, be declared just and righteous before angels and 
men, Matthew 25:34 says, “Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you.”  

3. How are we justified by faith? 
a) How are we justified by faith?  

(1) The very papists and the rankest Arminian will not deny, but own we are justified by faith.  
(2) But, let them explain the term faith as they please.  
(3) Therefore, it will be very necessary to show how faith justifies. 

b) Negatively.  
(1) We are not justified by faith in a proper, but in a figurative sense; not by faith as it is a work 
in us.  
(2) In this manner, papists, Socinians and Arminians plead for justification by faith.  
(3) No, some would have faith bear away the bell, and have the honor of justifying us. It is singled 
out by God from all other graces, and the God of mere mercy looks on faith, some say.  
(4) Others say he looks on faith and sincere obedience to the Gospel, as if it were a perfect and 
legal righteousness, though they own this acceptance to be of grace.  
(5) But all this is nothing but popery refined.  
(6) This kind of sly talk is the doctrine of justification by works dressed in neater terms.  
(7) It is truly the device of Satan to darken and obscure the old Protestant and Biblical doctrine 
of justification. 

c) Positively.  
(1) Faith justifies with respect to its object; now the object of faith is, 

(a) General: the whole word of God historical, mandatory, promissory, and monitory, 
looks at all the parts of the divine Law.  

(i) In this way faith purifies the heart, and produces holy 
obedience.  
(ii) But it does not justify one in this sense.  

(2) Faith has a special and peculiar object, and that is the promise or covenant of grace, or rather 
Christ in the promise.  

(a) In this way faith justifies as it looks to and eyes the promises.  
(i) Faith is the right hand by which we look to Christ, and 
receive Christ offered to us. 

(3) Now this saving faith has a twofold act.  
(a) There is an act ad extra, and an act ad intra.  
(b) In ad extra, it looks and puts forth acts of true evangelical obedience, and holiness 
of heart and life.  
(c) So this does not justify us.  
(d) But as it is ad intra, it looks to Christ, and rests on him alone.  

(i) In this sense faith justifies. 

4. So that on the whole idea we may say the following, 
a) That the internal, moving cause of our justification is mere grace.  

(1) Romans 3:24, “Being freely justified by his grace.” 
b) The external, moving cause is Jesus Christ the God-man, who as Mediator has 
purchased this gift for us. 
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c) The material cause is the active and passive obedience of Christ, by which he 
both perfectly obeyed the Law, and made a perfect satisfaction for sin. 
d) The formal cause is the imputation of our sins to Christ, and his righteousness to 
us. 
e) The external, instrumental cause of justification is the Gospel, in which, Christ 
and justification by the imputation of his righteousness, is revealed and offered to 
us, (2 Cor. 5:22). 
f) The internal, instrumental cause is faith, which justifies instrumentally, as it 
apprehends Christ.  

(1) In this way we are said to be justified by grace, by faith, by Christ, i.e. through God’s grace, by 
Christ’s merits, apprehended by faith. 

g) The declarative cause of justification is good works, by which our faith is 
declared to be not a dead, but a true and living faith. 
h) The final cause of our justification is the glory of God and our own salvation. 

III. The Text Applied 
A.  


