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Exhortation 5: Objections Answered 
Michael Harrison (1640-1729) 
Isa. 45:24-25 
I. The Text Opened  

A. Isa. 45:24-25 
1. "Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall 
men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the LORD shall all 
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." (Isa. 45:24-25).  

II. The Doctrine from the Text  
A. Doctrine: Is there a need of repentance, holiness or new obedience? 

1. Objection. 1. If Christ’s righteousness imputed is the only cause of our justification, 
what need then of repentance, holiness or new obedience? 

a) Answer. 1. Repentance and true holiness, is by God himself made indispensably 
necessary to salvation; Acts 17:30, “God commands all men everywhere to repent.”  
b) And Heb. 12:14, “Without holiness no man shall see God.” 
c) 2. I do not say repentance, holiness and new obedience are no cause at all, but 
they are neither the external nor internal moving cause.  

(1) They are neither the efficient, formal, instrumental, material or meritorious cause of 
justification.  
(2) They are the evidential or declarative cause, there being no other ordinary way to evidence to 
our own souls the truth of our faith and the certainty of our justification.  
(3) It is only seen in our sincere obedience and true holiness.  
(4) Rom. 8:1, “They that are in Christ walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

d) 3. It is very strange, people can find no place for, or reason of holiness, unless 
they place themselves on Christ’s throne, and make themselves their justifying 
righteousness.  

(1) Our holiness does not merit heaven, but it makes us fit for it; it does not give us a title, but it is 
our evidence for heaven. 

2. Objection 2. But does not this doctrine of justification by imputed righteousness 
introduce carelessness; for if we are justified by Christ’s obedience, what need do we have 
to be exact or careful about our own obedience? 

a) Answer. Indeed this is an old objection made against this doctrine.  
(1) Romans 6:1, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” But follow this: 
(2) Consider, justification and sanctification always go together; to whomsoever Christ is made 
righteousness, to them is he made sanctification also.  

(a) “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption,” (1 Cor. 1:30). 
(b) Nothing more engages the soul to Christ and holiness, then a sense of free-grace in 
justification, “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is 
spoken of throughout the whole world,” (Rom. 1:8). 

3. Objection 3. This doctrine of justification by Christ’s righteousness imputed, seems to 
dissolve the Law as if it did no longer oblige to obedience. 
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a) Answer. This is also an old objection made against St. Paul’s preaching in 
Romans 3:31, “Do we then make void the Law through faith? God forbid, yea, we 
rather establish the Law.”  

(1) The apostle’s answer is that the doctrine of justification by imputed righteousness is so far 
from destroying the Law that it establishes it. 

(a) The Law is established in Christ, in that he has fulfilled the Law, and that both in 
the perfect holiness of his life, and also in the sufferings and satisfaction of his death.  
(b) Christ did all this as our Head and Representative, and here the righteousness of the 
Law is said to be fulfilled in us, (Rom. 8:3-4). 

(2) The Law to a believer has become void as to its being the way of our justification before God, 
yet it is established as a rule of life.  

(a) We must obey it, not to be justified by it, but to testify our thankfulness to God, not 
as a cause but as an evidence of our justification.  
(b) It is not to give us a title to life, but a preparation for it. 

4. Objection 4. If we are righteous before God in the righteousness of Christ, then God 
sees no sin in his people. 

a) Answer. True. God does not see sin in a saint with a vindictive eye, he does not 
so see sin in a justified person, as to revoke their justification, and condemn them 
for it. Romans 8:1, “…no condemnation to them that are in Christ.” 
b) But with an intuitive eye God does both see and punish sin in his own people.  

(1) “If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; If they break my statutes, and 
keep not my commandments; Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity 
with stripes. Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips,” 
(Psa. 89:30-34). 

5. Objection 5. This doctrine of justification by imputed righteousness, is a doctrine very 
pleasing to flesh and blood, every carnal man will be glad of it because he does not need to 
be very concerned about his own righteousness, etc. 

a) Answer. There is no doctrine in the Bible more contrary to flesh and blood than 
this is, “For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God,” (Rom. 10:3).  
b) The Jews could not submit to it.  

(1) It’s foolishness to carnal men, flesh and blood is for setting up something of its own to be 
justified by.  
(2) No doctrine so empties the creature as this does.  
(3) It makes men abhor themselves, and renounce their own righteousness, and makes Christ all 
in all, “Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,” (Phil. 3:6-
8). 

6. Objection 6. The Scripture everywhere attributes our justification to the death and 
blood of Christ. Therefore, not to his active obedience as you do. 

a) Answer. 1. It is true, mention is frequently made of the death and sufferings of 
Christ as the cause of our justification and salvation.  
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(1) But the blood and sufferings of Christ are mentioned, not with a design to exclude Christ’s 
active obedience, but synecdochically, pars pro toto, a part for the whole.  
(2) For where only mention is made of the blood of Christ, as Eph. 1:7, all that Christ did and 
suffered is to be understood.  
(3) Christ shedding his blood, being the concluding act, includes all the rest. 
(4) We find justification attributed frequently to his active as well as to his passive obedience, 
“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,” (Rom. 8:3-4).  
(5) Here, Christ’s active as well as his passive obedience is mentioned, etc. 
(6) The person of Christ is the object of justifying faith.  
(7) We must not look altogether only at one part, such as Christ’s holy life or bitter sufferings, 
but at both, at all of it, as 1 Peter 1:19 says, “The precious blood of Christ,” there is the mention of 
his passive obedience, and, “as a lamb without blemish,” there is mention of his active obedience.  

(a) We were under the curse of the Law.  
(b) Christ’s passive obedience frees us from that.  
(c) Also we lack conformity to the Law.  
(d) Christ’s active obedience is our legal righteousness. 

7. Objection 7. The wretched Socinian objects against all this, that we need no 
satisfaction at all, but are saved by mere sovereign mercy. 

a) Answer. 1. The Old Testament believers were not so distinct as to the way of 
salvation by a satisfaction, as we now are in the days of the Gospel, this was not 
unknown to them, as is evident by Psalm 51 and Isaiah 53.  

(1) All their bloody oblations plainly pointed to a satisfaction. But the Gospel way of salvation 
having not been yet revealed, in that brightness it was afterwards to be.  
(2) Old Testament believers spoke more darkly and generally, but when they speak of salvation 
by mercy and grace, they mean the Gospel way of salvation.  
(3) This Gospel way is now clearly revealed and fully opened in the New Testament generally 
called redemption by the blood of Christ.  
(4) It means that he is a propitiation for our sins, (1 John 2:1-2).  
(5) And if the harmony of the divine attributes are consulted, we shall find, that God is just as 
well as merciful, and will by no means clear the guilty.  
(6) The sinner of an hundred years old shall be accursed.  
(7) The justice of God calls for a satisfaction. Indeed, when we consider that the very strain of the 
New Testament runs so much on exalting the free-grace of God in Christ, that we have redemption 
through his blood, (Eph. 1:7), that the Lord has laid upon him the iniquity of us all, and that by his 
stripes we are healed, (Isa. 53:4-6), we must fling away our bibles, and renounce the Christian 
religion.  
(8) No, renounce all hopes of eternal life if we let go of the doctrine of satisfaction. 

III. The Text Applied 
A.  


