
1 

 

Exhortation 6: Application 
Michael Harrison (1640-1729) 
Isa. 45:24-25 
I. The Text Opened  

A. Isa. 45:24-25 
1. "Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall 
men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the LORD shall all 
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." (Isa. 45:24-25).  

II. The Doctrine from the Text  
A. Doctrine: It is the character of justified believers to acknowledge that 
that righteousness by which they are justified, is in the Lord not in 
themselves.  

1. Here we may make a threefold use of it. 
a) 1. By way of information. 
b) 2. By way of caution. 
c) 3. By way of examination. 

2. 1. By way of information, in these eight things: 
a) 1). If this is so, then it informs us, how sincere and right Protestants may be 
discerned and distinguished from popish Socinians, Arminians, Quakers, and the 
whole tribe of heterodox people. 

(1) The name Protestant was given to the professors in Germany in Luther’s time, for protesting 
against the errors of popery, of which justification by works is the chief doctrine. 
(2) Therefore, he that symbolizes with papists, Socinians and Arminians in this doctrine, does 
not deserve the name of a Protestant. 
(3) Whoever opposes this doctrine, opposes Christ and the Gospel way of salvation, as has been 
proved. 

b) 2). This informs us, what a miserable state all men by nature are in, that have no 
righteousness, nor are capable of doing anything to justify themselves. 

(1) No, neither men nor angels can furnish us with a righteousness to present us righteous at 
God’s bar. 
(2) But it must be a righteousness of God’s providing, yes, the righteousness of his own Son. 

(a) No one else will do us any good. 
(b) O how far was man gone from God! How deep was he sunk into the deep abyss of 
misery! Without Christ and his righteousness we perish forever. 
(c) “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved,” (Acts 4:12). 

(3) 3). See here the infinite mercy and kindness of God to undone sinners, to provide us such a 
righteousness when we had none of our own, John 3:16, “God so loved the world,” as to give his Son. 

(a) Romans 10:4, “He is the end of the Law for righteousness.”  
(b) O let us admire grace! “Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,” (Psalm 103:1-
2). 
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(4) 4). This gives us a reason why Satan and his instruments are, and have always been, so busy 
in depraving and corrupting this doctrine. 

(a) Wicked Herod did not more desire to have killed Christ in the cradle, than Satan 
and seducers do to crucify this heavenly doctrine. 
(b) Learned Chemnitius says, he could not but tremble to think of a passage of Luther, 
who said, that he foresaw after his death, the doctrine of justification would be 
corrupted. 

(i) This was ominous and proved too true. 

(c) How did the Galatians warp from this doctrine, which is like its master, crucified 
among thieves?  
(d) The Arminian and Antinomian on the one hand, the Socinian and Papist on the 
other. 

(5) 5). Inference. 
(a) That if we would preserve this glorious doctrine, we must keep close to scripture, 
and have a care of making our own carnal reason the standard of this doctrine. 
(b) God’s thoughts are above our thoughts, and his ways above our ways. 
(c) The Socinian will believe nothing but what accords with his own depraved reason, 
though in the Gospel there is nothing contrary to sound reason. 
(d) Yet, there are many things above reason, of which this of justification by imputed 
righteousness is one. 
(e) It is utterly impossible that anything short of a divine revelation should discover 
the way of a guilty sinner’s means of righteousness before God. 

(6) 6). This informs us that pardon of sin is not the all of justification; for in justification there is 
two parts. 

(a) 1]. A discharge from the curse of the Law, and the guilt of sin. 
(i) This is properly the pardon of sin. 

(b) 2]. It is possible one might be pardoned and annihilated. 
(c) Therefore in justification, there must be a righteousness, which must constitute us 
righteous at God’s bar, and give us a title to eternal life, “For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him,” (2 Cor. 
5:21). 

(7) 7). This informs us where it is, that this doctrine of justification is so little understood, even 
among professors who have a good measure of knowledge, and can talk handsomely of other 
truths; yet they are very dark and muddy in this area. 

(a) The reason is, this is one of the mysteries of the Gospel that flesh, blood and carnal 
reason cannot fathom. 

(8) 8). If this is so, then a justified believer may walk very comfortably, and enjoy a sweet sense of 
the love of God and eternal life, notwithstanding remaining infirmities, which do still cleave to the 
best of God’s children. 

(a) We may, and ought, to be humbled for remaining infirmities. 
(b) But our remaining infirmities do not make void our justification. 
(c) We stand accepted at God’s bar, not for our own but for Christ’s obedience. 
(d) There is no condemnation to them that are in Christ, (Rom. 8:1). 
(e) 1 John 2:1 says, “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the Righteous One.” 

3. 2. Use of caution. 
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a) If this is so, then are we justified by nothing in ourselves, but only by the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to us. 
b) Then, 1). Take heed of resting in a mere doctrinal soundness in this point, 
without a renewed and sanctified heart. 

(1) Some please themselves with this, that they are right in point of opinion, they disclaim works 
in justification, expect to be justified only by faith. 
(2) But in the meantime, that which they call faith is nothing but opinion; a dead faith that bears 
no living fruit. 
(3) This is what St. James so much sets himself against in James 2:17, “Faith if it has not works, is 
dead being alone.” O! See that your faith is a living, working faith. 

c) 2). On the other hand, take heed of relying or trusting to your own duties and 
graces of holiness. 

(1) Without holiness you can never see God, (Heb. 12:14). 
(2) And yet you must not trust to, or make saviors of your holiness. 
(3) Faith looks only to Christ. 

d) 3). Take heed of confounding faith with obedience, as too many do. 
(1) Our justification consists in receiving from God, not giving anything to him. 
(2) Christ is offered in the New Covenant. 
(3) Faith is the hand by which we receive Christ. 

III. The Text Applied 
1. Use of examination. 

a) Now let us search our hearts, whether we are made partakers of this blessed 
privilege or not. 
b) But how shall I know that? 

(1) First, if you are justified then your sins are pardoned, and if your sins are pardoned, then, 
(a) 1). You have been truly humbled and melted down for sin, “For thus saith the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones,” (Isa. 57:15). 
(b) “For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the 
LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word,” (Isa. 66:2). 
(c) “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” (Matt. 5:3). 

(2) 2). If your sins are pardoned, you have abandoned and forsaken all sin, and that both in 
practice and affection, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon,” (Isa. 55:7). 
(3) 3). A pardoned soul hates all sin. 

(a) Gen. 39:9, “How shall I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”  
(b) Psalm 119:113, “I hate vain thoughts, but thy Law do I love.” 

(4) 4). A pardoned soul is a humble soul, i.e. one who has very low thoughts of himself, of parts, 
duties, and graces, “Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee,” (Phil. 3:5). 

(a) “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” 
(Rom. 7:24). 
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(5) 5). A pardoned soul is a thankful soul, 1 Cor. 15:10, “By the grace of God I am what I am.” 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases,” (Psa. 103:1-3). 
(6) 6). A pardoned soul is one who has used in a due manner, all the means appointed by God, in 
order to obtain the pardon of sin. 

(a) These are things such as true repentance, a constant use of all ordinances, hearing 
the word preached, reading, prayer, reformation, (Luke 13:3 and Isa. 55:7), confession 
and acknowledgment of sin, (1 Kings 8:30-34). 

2. Secondly, here are some rules to know when you are partakers of the righteousness of 
Christ; and if you believe in Christ then are you partakers of Christ’s righteousness. 

a) John 3:36, “He that believeth on the son, has everlasting life.” Look well to your 
faith that it is not common, but a special and saving faith. 
b) Now true faith may be known. 

(1) 1. By the manner, how the Holy Spirit works faith in the soul. 
(a) The Spirit finds us dead in sin, (Eph. 1:2, 12). 
(b) We are dark, blind, enemies to God and Christ; his first work is to convince of sin, 
(John 16:8). 
(c) In Acts 2:37 he enlightens the mind. 
(d) In Eph. 4:23 he bows the will. 
(e) In Psalm 110:3 he makes the soul willing to part with all sin, and to have Christ on 
his own terms. 

(2) 2. By its activity for God and holiness. 
(a) True faith is obedient. 
(b) The language of faith is, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? (Acts 9:6). 

(3) 3. Saving faith is never alone, but always accompanied with all other graces, such as love to 
God, Gal. 5:6, “Faith which works by love.” Self-denial, Gal. 2:20, “I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me,” etc. 
(4) 4. Saving faith is a prayerful grace. 

(a) So soon as Paul believes, he prays. 
(b) See in Jacob how faith presses him in prayer, “And Jacob said, O God of my father 
Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy 
country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: I am not worthy of the least of 
all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my 
staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. Deliver me, I pray thee, 
from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and 
smite me, and the mother with the children,” (Gen. 32:9-11). 


